
Back to the
Big Screen



FIRST COW

Reopening
inspiration

Cinema is back in action!

It’s been a long wait for community 
exhibitors across the country to get back up and running. 

Audiences are keen to safely rejoin their communities to watch the 
most talked-about new dramas and thought-provoking
documentaries, from Limbo and Minari to Tina and beyond.

The following pages are full of inspiration to help you start off your 
screening season with a splash. Whatever your reopening plans —
and whatever your programming style—this list of big hitters has 
got you covered. 

Book all of these films via our Booking Scheme for just £90, here!

Cinema For All
from

https://cinemaforall.org.uk/booking-scheme/


New releases
 

FIRST COW
2019, KELLY REICHARDT, 2h 2m
WESTERN, DRAMA, MODERN AMERICANA

In the 1820s, a taciturn loner and 
skilled cook travels west to Oregon 
Territory, where he meets a Chinese 
immigrant also seeking his fortune. 
Soon the two team up on a dangerous 
scheme to steal milk from the wealthy 
landowner’s prized Jersey cow—the 
first, and only, in the territory.

What we say: 

For every Butch Cassidy, there’s a 
mild-mannered man trying to make an 
almost-honest living. You’ll find him in 
Kelly Reichardt’s tender-hearted 
protagonist, Cookie.

Since its Berlinale premiere, First Cow 
has been hailed as a soul-soother that 
redefines the Western genre. This 
2020-1 festival favourite has recently 
come back to cinemas, and it looks 
beautiful on any shared screen.

“Set among outcasts on the edge of 
capitalism’s grasp, First Cow is a rare 
tale of the blossoming of a heartfelt 
male friendship, and one told with 
sublime gentleness and touching 
compassion.”—MUBI

Formats: Blu-ray

Available: 9 August 2021

MINARI
2020, LEE ISAAC CHUNG, 1h 55m
INTIMATE, FAMILY PORTRAIT DRAMA

A tender and sweeping story about what 
roots us, Minari follows a 
Korean-American family that moves to 
a tiny Arkansas farm in search of their 
own American Dream. The family home 
changes completely with the arrival of 
their sly, foul-mouthed, but incredibly 
loving grandmother. Amidst the 
instability and challenges of this new 
life in the rugged Ozarks, Minari shows 
the undeniable resilience of family and 
what really makes a home.

What we say:

With a rare show of strength across 
writing, direction, cinematography and 
performances, Minari is a profoundly 
affecting film. It is full of humanity and 
hope, and leaves viewers with a real 
sense of connection to this somehow 
universal family unit.

Among many other awards, Minari 
took home the 2021 Academy Award® 
for Best Actress in a Supporting Role, 
awarded to Youn Yuh-Jung, who 
captured hearts as the mischievous but 
endlessly wise grandmother. 

Formats: Blu-ray

Available: Now

https://cinemaforall.org.uk/booking-scheme/


TINA
2021, DANIEL LINDSAY, T. J. MARTIN, 1h 58m
INSPIRATIONAL DOCUMENTARY, 
UNSEEN FOOTAGE

LIMBO
2020, BEN SHARROCK, 1h 44m
DEADPAN DRAMA, UK ASYLUM

An offbeat observation of the refugee 
experience. On a fictional, remote 
Scottish island, a group of new arrivals 
await the results of their asylum claims. 
Among them is Omar, a young Syrian 
musician burdened by the weight of his 
grandfather’s oud, which he has carried 
all the way from his homeland.

What we say:

Stylised framing and deadpan humour 
take this highly original refugee story 
to another level. Its staging and tempo 
will chime well with Yorgos Lanthimos 
and Wes Anderson fans—though, at its 
heart, Limbo is a tenderly told story of 
a tragic experience.

Nominated for two BAFTAs, 
Outstanding British Film of the Year 
and Outstanding Debut by a British 
Writer, Director or Producer, Limbo has 
also quickly become a festival 
favourite, and one not to miss in the 
UK.

Formats:  Screen from your own copy

Available: 18 October 2021

With a wealth of never-before-seen 
footage, audio tapes, personal photos, 
and new interviews, including with the 
singer herself, Tina presents an 
unvarnished and dynamic account of 
the life and career of music icon Tina 
Turner. 

What we say:

Tina is an inspiring ode to strength and 
resilience. It’s a truly inspiring story 
with a fresh take on its subject. This 
intimate portrait will surprise even 
Turner’s best-informed fans.

“She got where she is not by 
relying on the help of others but 
through her own remarkable 
resilience and self-determination...
Tina, fundamentally, is a celebration, a 
unique survival story.”—David Rooney, 
The Hollywood Reporter  

Formats: Screen from your own copy; 
Online screenings available

Available: Now



CHARLATAN
2020, AGNIESZKA HOLLAND, 1h 58m
DRAMA, BIOGRAPHY, HISTORY, LGBTQ+

A breathtaking story of a man gifted 
with exceptional abilities, set against 
the background of the events of the 
totalitarian fifties. Charlatan is a loose 
biopic of gay herbalist Jan Mikolášek, 
who was targeted by the state for his 
non-conformist practice. 

What we say:

Charlatan is suspenseful and 
entertaining, while maintaining a 
distinct air of elegance. Tension and 
intrigue are amplified by high-contrast 
cinematography which creates an 
otherworldly atmosphere.

Shifting between the Nazi-ruled 1930s 
and Communist-ruled 1950s, Charlatan 
demonstrates the pressure that citizens 
can face to conform with any ruling 
regime.

The Czech entry for the 93rd 
Academy Awards, Charlatan also won 
five Czech Lion Awards in 2021,
including Best Film.

Formats: Screen from your own copy

Available: Now

I NEVER CRY
2020, PIOTR DOMALEWSKI, 1h 33m
COMING-OF-AGE DRAMA, EMIGRATION

Ola must travel to Ireland to bring her 
father’s body back to Poland. But 
never mind her dad; Ola wants to know 
if he had saved money for the car he 
had promised her. Dealing with foreign 
bureaucracy in her own streetwise way, 
Ola will get to know her father.

What we say:

Certain films seem just perfect for 
community cinema audiences. They’re 
unique, endearing films with a bit of an 
edge and a lot of heart. 

I Never Cry is one of these films. It’s a 
piercing, realistic look at the difficulties 
faced by families separated by 
emigration, told against the backdrop of 
the life of Polish workers abroad. It also 
has tender touches and a unique sense 
of humour.

I Never Cry is the winner of this year’s 
Cheltenham International Film Festival’s 
Best Film - Emerging Director Award. 
Cinema For All CEO Deborah Parker is 
proud to have served on this jury.

“A moving drama, filled with black 
humour and empathy, that would make 
Ken Loach proud.”—Cineuropa

Formats:  Screen from your own copy

Available: 1 October 2021







YULI: THE CARLOS 
ACOSTA STORY
2019, ICÍAR BOLLAÍN, 1h 44m
DANCE BIOPIC, REFLECTIVE DOCUMENTARY

The film follows Carlos Acosta—
nicknamed Yuli by his father—from 
growing up on the streets of his native 
Cuba, through his time at the country’s 
National Dance School, to performing 
at London’s prestigious Royal Ballet. 

Based on Acosta’s 2007 UK 
bestseller autobiography No Way 
Home, the film is a work of fictional 
biopic interspersed with stunning 
archival footage, including Acosta’s 
gold medal–winning performance at 
Prix de Lausanne. 

What we say:

This film is a dance fan’s dream, and 
a great opportunity for special interest 
events. It’s also relatable to general au-
diences, exploring themes of 
masculinity, family relationships, 
emigration, race and identity. Yuli has 
won multiple festival awards, and can 
provide a unique, culturally-enriching 
experience for any audience. 

Formats: Screen from your own copy;  
Online screenings available 

Available: Now

ROCKS
2019, SARAH GAVRON, 1h 33m
COMING-OF-AGE DRAMA, FIRST-TIME ACTORS

15-year-old Rocks fears that she and 
her little brother Emmanuel will be 
taken into care and forced apart if 
anyone finds out that their mother has 
left them. Against all odds, and with 
the help of her loyal friends, she evades 
the authorities and navigates the most 
defining days of her young life.

What we say:

From the celebrated director of 
Suffragette (2015) and Brick Lane 
(2007), Rocks combines the joyful 
nostalgia of any great coming-of-age 
movie with elements of harsh reality 
and resilience. Set within a 
multi-cultural London high school, it is 
already celebrated as a welcome 
representation of young British women 
of colour. Bukky Bakray and Kosar Ali 
lead a disarming cast of first-time actors 
who are a testament to British talent.

Triple F-rated. 

Winner of five British 
Independent Film Awards in 2020, 
including Best British Independent 
Film, as well as the 2021 BAFTA Award 
for Best Casting, Rocks is, hands-down, 
a hit.

“What a wonderful, heart-breaking, 
life-affirming gem of a movie this is.” 
*****—Mark Kermode, The Guardian

Formats: Blu-ray

Available: Now

Recent Favourites 
from Cinema For All



TALKING 
ABOUT TREES
2019, SUHAIB GASMELBARI, 1h 33m
DOCUMENTARY, SUDANESE CINEMA

SERVANTS
2020, IVAN OSTROCHOVSKÝ, 1h 20m
DYSTOPIAN DRAMA, STRIKING VISUALS

Ibrahim, Manar, Suleiman and Altayeb, 
four veteran members of the Sudanese 
Film Club, embark on a journey in 
which they aim to revive an old cinema 
to bring cinemagoing culture back to 
their country. In the crisis-ridden 
country, the four friends encounter 
insurmountable resistance.

What we say:

Talking About Trees is an understated, 
moving look at shared passion, 
friendship and cinema in Sudan. It 
considers the value of going to the 
cinema, and provides a wonderful 
opportunity for reflection as we begin to 
return to cinema spaces in the UK.

“Gasmelbari takes a meditative, 
gently observational approach here. He 
chooses not to directly interview the 
four film-makers; instead, what unfolds 
is a rather lovely, poetic portrait of male 
friendship, cinephilic obsession and 
elegant dignity.”—Cath Clarke, The 
Guardian

Formats: Screen from your own copy

Available: Now

The year is 1980. Michal and Juraj are 
students at a theological seminary in 
totalitarian Czechoslovakia. Fearing the 
dissolution of their school, the tutors are 
moulding the seminarians into a shape 
satisfactory to the ruling Communist 
Party. Each of the young students must 
decide if he will give in to temptation 
and choose the easier way of 
collaborating with the regime, or if he 
will subject himself to draconian 
surveillance by the secret police.

What we say:

Truly striking, haunting cinempatography 
creates an utterly absorbing atmosphere; 
Servants is a film that arrests the 
audience’s attention and never lets it 
go. In 2020, it premiered in Berlinale’s 
Encounters strand—a competitive 
programme for visionary cinema.

Formats: Available to screen digitally e.g. 
via a purchased digital copy from iTunes

Available: Now

https://cinemaforall.org.uk/booking-scheme/


WHITE RIOT
2020, RUBIKA SHAH, 1h 20m
MUSIC DOCUMENTARY, ANTI-RACISM

TONI MORRISON: 
THE PIECES I AM
2019, TIMOTHY GREENFIELD-SANDERS, 1h 59m
DOCUMENTARY, LITERATURE, RACE

Exploring how punk influenced politics 
in late-1970s Britain, when a group of 
artists united to take on the National 
Front armed only with a fanzine and a 
love of music. A profile of punky reggae 
protest movement Rock Against Racism, 
from grassroots beginnings through to a 
major multicultural event.

White Riot blends fresh interviews with 
queasy archive footage to recreate a 
hostile environment of anti-immigrant 
hysteria and National Front marches. As 
neo-Nazis recruited the nation’s youth, 
Rock Against Racism’s multicultural 
punk and reggae gigs provided rallying 
points for resistance. 

The campaign grew from Hoxton 
fanzine roots to 1978’s huge antifascist 
carnival in Victoria Park, featuring X-Ray 
Spex, Steel Pulse and of course The 
Clash, whose rock star charisma and 
gale-force conviction took Rock Against 
Racism’s message to the masses.

What we say:

This energising documentary 
resonates with issues we face today, in 
the UK and internationally. It will appeal 
to fans of music and collective action 
alike, and fits well into anti-racism 
programmes. It details not only the 
triumphs of this movement, but also the 
less glamourous, difficult steps along the 
way.

Formats: Screen from your own copy

Available: Now

This artful and intimate 
meditation on the legendary storyteller 
examines her life, her works, and the 
powerful themes she has confronted 
throughout her literary career. Toni 
Morrison leads an assembly of her 
peers, critics, and colleagues on an 
exploration of race, history, the United 
States, and the human condition.

What we say:

Empowering energy runs through the 
veins of this fascinating documentary. 
Reflecting on her presence in literary 
culture, both in person and in print, it 
reveals the wisdom and character of a 
true cultural icon. If you’ve never read 
a word of Toni Morrison’s writing, 
you’ll still love the film—and you’ll 
head straight from the screening to the 
library.

Formats: Screen from your own copy

Available: Now



THE LADY IN 
THE PORTRAIT
2017, CHARLES DE MEAUX, 1h 34m
SUMPTUOUS PERIOD DRAMA

An empress commissions a painting of 
herself from a French outsider in hopes 
of stirring her husband's interest in this 
lavish period piece. The Lady in the 
Portrait is a period yarn evoking the 
unique rapport between a French 
missionary and the Manchurian 
Empress whose portrait he's ordered to 
paint.

What we say:

Starring Chinese megastar Fan 
Bingbing, The Lady in the Portrait is 
an excellent choice for fans of period 
pieces and beautiful cinematography. 
Himself an artist, de Meaux served as 
cinematographer as well as producer/
director for this film, ensuring beautiful 
composition for every scene.

Dive into the Golden Age of the Qing 
Dynsarty with elaborate costume 
design, and enjoy de Meaux’s forays 
into experimental filmmaking with 
animation, inner monologues and 
abstract visuals. 

Formats: Screen from your own copy

Available: Now

CALM WITH HORSES
2020, NICK ROWLAND, 1h 40m
IRISH GANGSTER DRAMA, FEATURE DEBUT

In darkest rural Ireland, ex-boxer 
Douglas ‘Arm’ Armstrong has become 
the feared enforcer for the drug-dealing 
Devers family, whilst also trying to be 
a good father to his autistic young son. 
Torn between these two families, Arm’s 
loyalties are truly tested when he is 
asked to kill for the first time.

What we say: 

Calm with Horses is as nerve-racking as 
any great crime movie, but it matches its 
violence in equal measure with a unique 
tenderness, brought to life by superb 
performances from Barry Keoghan (The 
Killing of a Sacred Dear) and Cosmo 
Jarvis (Lady Macbeth). As the film’s UK 
theatrical release sadly coincided with 
the beginning of cinema closures in 
2020, community cinemas are uniquely 
placed to introduce new audiences to 
this exceptional debut feature on a big 
screen.

“As a statement of intent, it’s unequivo-
cal: Rowland combines striking visual 
flair with razor-wire character studies.” 
—Wendy Ide, Screen International

Formats: Screen from your own copy

Available: Now 



ABOUT CINEMA FOR ALL
Cinema For All is the national support and development organisation for community-led 
cinema: community cinemas, film clubs and films societies. Since 1946, we have been helping 
communities across the country to develop and sustain the types of film screenings that they 
want to host. 

Our work is funded by the BFI awarding funds from the National Lottery, The Esmée Fairbairn 
Foundation, sponsorship, project funding from trusts and foundations, as well as income from 
our services. We offer much of our advice and support for free, as well as providing a huge 
range of additional services and benefits for our members.

MEMBERSHIP: JOIN OR RENEW TODAY!
It’s been a tough year, but we’re still here. We understand that now, more than ever, it is vital to 
find cost-effective ways to organise screenings.

On top of unlimited advice and support, Cinema For All membership is specifically tailored to 
help member groups save money. Join today to benefit from insurance discounts with 
WRS Insurance, full cinema equipment hire for as little as £25, and a £150 deposit waiver when 
joining Filmbankmedia. 

Plus, access low-cost licences for over 800 films through our Booking Scheme, as well as 
special film package prices and discounted events & film previews.

As we head towards autumn, now is also the perfect time for existing members to renew their 
membership and plan ahead.

For more information about our membership options, visit 
www.cinemaforall.org.uk/membership.

BOOKING SCHEME
The Cinema For All Booking Scheme represents some of the very best of international cinema, 
British films, independent features, documentaries and crossover titles. 

All Cinema For All members have access to the scheme, with all titles available for just £90 per 
screening inc. VAT, with no hidden fees. 

Visit www.cinemaforall.org.uk/booking-scheme.

CONTACT US
The best way to get in touch with us is via e-mail at info@cinemaforall.org.uk.

CINEMA FOR ALL
Unit 411
The Workstation
15 Paternoster Row
Sheffield S1 2BX

Cinema For All is a trading name of the British Federation of Film Societies (BFFS) and is com-
pany limited by guarantee (company no.1391200) and a registered charity in England & Wales 
(charity no. 276633).

With thanks to: Altitude Films, MUBI, Modern Films, Eureka Entertainment, Republic Film Distri-
bution, CinéFile, AX1 Entertainment, New Wave Films, Filmbankmedia and Yourscreen.

http://www.cinemaforall.org.uk/membership
http://www.cinemaforall.org.uk/booking-scheme
mailto:info@cinemaforall.org.uk
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