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I first joined the Cinema For All Board of Trustees when I was elected at the 2017 
AGM. Since then I have become more passionate about volunteer-led cinema 
and I am standing for a second term so that I can continue to advocate for UK 
Community Cinemas and Film Societies and champion the interests of our 
member organisations at a board level.  
 
My very first encounter of community cinema was Film Unit, a student-led cinema 
at the University of Sheffield Students’ Union. I began volunteering in the Autumn 
2013 as an Usher and in my 5 years with Film Unit, I quickly rose through the ranks, 
qualifying as a Fire Officer and a House Manager before joining the committee as 
Sponsorship and Marketing Coordinator, being elected as the Chair, serving as a 
Chief House Manager and finally qualifying as a projectionist before the end of my 
tenure. As the Chair of Film Unit, I made our cinema more accessible, introducing 
regular Hard of Hearing and Autism friendly screenings and a free charity ticket 
scheme. I recognised that we had the luxury of being a not-for-profit professional 
cinema. By focusing on how we could enhance the cinema experience for more 
people, we increased our visibility in our local community and our  audience 
average increased from 56 to 130 in 4 months.  
 
As a Trustee, I gained a greater insight of the breadth of our sector and this 
inspired me to develop my own community cinema. Once back in Birmingham, I 
shared my plans with a number of friends. It turns out my passion for community 
cinema is pretty infectious as they all wanted to help and in October 2018, Screen 
B14 was born. Through I had experience with my student cinema, starting a new 
organisation was a whole different ball game. We built Screen B14 to increase 
access to cinema in our community and to provide a diverse programme of films. 
We now have a 30 strong volunteer team, we have built partnerships with local 
organisations, organised accessible and affordable film screenings, and we are 
now a staple in our community. It was an incredible honour to have our hard work 
recognised at the 2019 Film Society of the Year Awards, winning the award for Best 
New Society. 
 
When I was first elected as a Trustee, I wanted to focus on the engagement of 
young people in our sector. I have worked the team to organise the 2018 Student 
Cinema Day, increase engagement in the Young Programmers Network and 
helped showcase young volunteers through a series of interviews with members 
of the network. I was 24 when I was elected, and I didn’t have the experience of 
other board members. I searched for opportunities to expand my knowledge, 



attending Film exhibition events and training days, as well as finding course 
enhance other skillsin areas such as fundraising. I attended many volunteer-led 
screenings and built relationships with other volunteer programmers. As my 
knowledge expanded, my confidence grew and in February 2020, I was elected as 
Vice-Chair of the Board of Trustees. In this position, I hope to support the 
development of the organisation, as well as supporting staff  and fellow board 
members and promoting the interests of Cinema For All.  
 
I believe that cinema is the most universal artform and I have spent the last 8 
years looking for ways to increase access to films, whether through offering 
diverse programming or creating accessible viewing experiences for more 
people. My commitment to this is the greatest reason I can offer to allow me to 
continue as a Trustee of Cinema For All. 
 


