
IAN ROBINSON, CHORLEY FILM SOCIETY 

CANDIDATE STATEMENT  
I have been involved with film societies for over 25 years, mainly with Chorley Film 
Society where I have been programmer, projectionist and marketeer. The Society 
has been very successful and shown hundreds of films to thousands of people. It’s 
given me experience of developing programming for local audiences and 
building and retaining audiences. I have learnt how to operate a sustainable Film 
Society which can have screenings week after week and become an important 
part of the community. In my time I have shown films at many different venues 
and worked alongside many different groups, helping to establish other film 
societies and bringing films to areas that would not normally get them. 
 
In addition to my Film Society work I have run a venue (Chorley Theatre) since 
2009 so have experience of operating a building and all the ins-and-outs of 
keeping a venue open, working with authorities, hirers, builders, and bin-men. I 
think I can bring my knowledge of the technical side of film and of room use to 
Cinema For All, as well as how to make these things cover costs or even turn a 
profit. 
 
We’re a fairly mainstream cinema, and so I think I’d bring a different aspect to 
Cinema For All that would represent the societies who show those popular 
Filmbankmedia titles as well as the more adventurous fare offered by Cinema For 
All’s booking scheme. I also work with societies who are not members of Cinema 
For All so would like to explore what can be done to bring them on board and get 
them involved. 
 
What I love about Cinema For All is the way it brings together the Film Society 
network, helping each other share our love of film to our own communities. I’d like 
as many people as possible to feel they have a voice and join in as they can, and 
as a Trustee would be keen to push the benefits, experience and camaraderie 
that Cinema For All provides. 
 
Statement from Sandra Brindle: 
I was first involved with the Chorley Empire Cinema as an audience member. The 
atmosphere was friendly and welcoming, you were made to feel at home.  
Ian encouraged me to become a volunteer not only with Film Society but at 
Chorley Theatre. Ian's main quality is knowing which tasks are suited to the 
individual but does not discourage you from "giving something a go." Ian's years 
of experience have led to him leading the Chorley Empire Cinema into the 21st 
Century with up to date technology and new ways of thinking, managing and 
media savvy. 



Ian encompasses the ideals of Cinema For All in accessibility, camaraderie and 
community. 


