
ELIZABETH COSTELLO, LEIGH FILM SOCIETY 
CANDIDATE STATEMENT 

As founder and development director of Leigh Film Society Charity I feel I can 
bring a lot of experience to the ‘Cinema for All’ Trustee Board on how to grow from 
scratch a community cinema and maintain its development and growth.  I 
believe very strongly in the benefits community cinema can bring to a town and 
the positive contribution that volunteers can make to culture. 

Leigh Film Society was established in 2013, we are firstly film enthusiasts enhanced 
with a strong community spirit. From the outset we had an ethos that was 
inclusive and forward thinking about how we could use film screenings. It’s our 
community spirit and positive contribution to culture that has cemented Leigh 
Film into our community. 

We use film screenings to fight against social isolation, create opportunities for 
young people and support community cohesion. In June 2020 Leigh Film Society 
was awarded Edge Hill University’s Employer of the Year for the student work 
placements we have offered over the last six years.  

We work to deliver film screenings that support inclusivity by offering many 
screenings for people who may not have the opportunity to visit a multiplex. We 
promote cinema therapy and the therapeutic benefits that cinema can offer. 
Leigh Film Society is run entirely by volunteers and in June 2018 we were awarded 
the prestigious Queens Award for Voluntary Service.  

Over the past six years we have been proud to win National ‘Cinema for All’ 
Awards which recognise the great work that has been achieved by film societies 
and community cinemas. We also understand the debate about the difference 
between both forms and Leigh Film has openly joined this debate and feels proud 
to represent both kinds of delivery. I am also the founding member of Wigan and 
Leigh Short Film Festival and I’m aware of the procedures of organising and 
screening a film festival. 

I have experience in attending Board meetings as I am an Ambassador for Age UK 
Wigan, a Trustee for The Turnpike Community Theatre and Ambassador for The 
Royal Exchange Theatre Manchester local exchange for Leigh. I received a British 
Empire Medal in June 2020 for my contribution to culture in Leigh. 

I would be honoured to join the ‘Cinema for All’ Board and feel this would be a 
proud moment for the Leigh Film Charity. 

 

 



Supporting Articles: 

https://www.municipal-enquiry.org/post/cinema-paradiso 
https://cinemaforall.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Leigh-Film-Society-
Case-Study.pdf 
 

Website:  

http://www.leighfilmsociety.com/ 
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