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Personal Background 

• PhD student at University of Portsmouth 
• Single mother of 2 teenagers 

As a researcher in audience participation and founder of the Portsmouth Film 
Society (PFS) it is difficult to imagine a more exciting time. It would be an honour 
and a privileged to be a part of the Development Forum. I believe a group such as 
the Development Forum can dramatically influence how film viewing and film 
making can be embedded into the social and educational changes coming 
about in response to the current pandemic. 

Portsmouth Film Society 

When I moved to Portsmouth in 2014 There was no alternative to the Hollywood 
blockbuster film venues. Having grown up in Istanbul, a very cosmopolitan city, I 
was hungry for the atmosphere that was generated by community cinema which 
attracted a socially, ethnically and culturally diverse audience creating dialogue 
and action that could positively influence change in the community. Portsmouth 
Film Society, a Community Interest Company, with community and volunteers 
were formed to fill this gap. 

Early on we realized that in a socially diverse and economically deprived city, 
collaboration with other cultural, educational and political groups was essential to 
our survival. Our programming includes an annual LGBT+, Black History, Green and 
Short Films Festival. Our educational program began with film making classes for 
members and has evolved into a true community program, the I Am Only Human 
After All film making class. 

Thanks to the generosity of one of our trustees, support from our BFI FAN hubs, PFS 
was one of the first community cinemas to have a drive-in offering on the South 
coast. It has been a resounding success since its inception in 2010 and one of the 
few cultural offerings in our city at the moment. As the city council was reluctant 
to offer the seafront locations that we PFS was offered in the past, PFS engaged 
with the faltering Cascades Shopping Centre and are delivering the Sunset 
program, utilizing the latest in sound and video technology, from the top floor of 
the parking garage, an ideal venue to enforce social distancing restrictions and 
provide a much desired social outlet. 

Our education program began with film making classes for members and has 
evolved into a true community project, I AM ONLY HUMAN AFTER ALL. Our first 20 
week filmmaking class was geared towards vulnerable members of society; 



substance addiction, ethnic minorities, learning disabilities and ethnic minorities. 
The class covered all aspects of filmmaking resulting in 2020 short films 
premiering at a local performing arts theatre and included a visit to Pinewood 
Studios. One of the students has since cofounded a 

It would be an honour and a privilege to be a member of your panel to learn from 
other members, share my ideas and jointly influence the direction of cinema in 
the UK and beyond. 


