
Honeyland 
(2019) Directed by Tamara Kotevska, Ljubomir Stefanov 

 
In a deserted Macedonian village, Hatidze trudges up a hillside to check her bee 
colonies nestled in the rocks. Serenading them with a secret chant, she gently 
manoeuvres the honeycomb without netting or gloves. Back at her homestead, 
Hatidze tends to her handmade hives and her bedridden mother, occasionally 
heading to the capital to market her wares. One day, an itinerant family installs itself 
next door, and Hatidze’s peaceful kingdom gives way to roaring engines, seven 
shrieking children, and 150 cows. Yet Hatidze welcomes the camaraderie, and she 
holds nothing back—not her tried-and-true beekeeping advice, not her affection, not 
her special brandy. But soon Hussein, the itinerant family’s patriarch, makes a series 
of decisions that could destroy Hatidze’s way of life forever. 
 
This screening will be introduced by Daniel Du Gard.  
 
Daniel du Gard is a passionate naturalist and an advocate for better beekeeping 
holding a degree in Environmental Management and a diploma in Natural 
Beekeeping. Daniel is also a practising conservationist managing the mosaic of 
habitats that make up Choreywood Common, a 200 acre nature reserve in South 
West Hertfordshire. Currently supporting bees in horizontal top bar and modified 
Warré hives, Daniel is developing plans for a simple, low cost, DIY beehive based on 
low intervention Darwinian bee stewardship principles. 
 



 
What can we do? 

- Buy sustainably sourced honey: 
ethicalconsumer.org/food-drink/shopping-guide/honey 

- Support Greenpeace’s Save the Bees campaign: 
greenpeace.org/international/act/save-the-bees  
and Friends of the Earth’s The Bee Cause: friendsoftheearth.uk/bees 

 
Further reading - learn more about natural beekeeping: 

- The Lives of Bees: The Untold Story of the Honey Bee in the Wild  
by Thomas Seeley 

- Top-Bar Beekeeping: Organic Practices for Honeybee Health by Les Crowder 
- Natural Bee Husbandry - a quarterly publication by the Natural Beekeeping 

Trust: naturalbeekeepingtrust.org/natural-bee-husbandry 
 
Further watching: 

- Le meraviglie (The Wonders) dir. Alice Rohrwacher (2014)  
A family of beekeepers living in the Tuscan countryside finds their household 
disrupted by the simultaneous arrival of a troubled teenage boy and a reality 
TV show intent on showcasing the family. Available for rent on BFI Player. 

- The Biggest Little Farm dir. John Chester (2018)  
Documentarian John Chester and his wife Molly work to develop a 
sustainable farm on 200 acres outside of Los Angeles. 
Showing at Catford Mews on 16th April 2020. 
 

No Planet B Film Club inspires environmental activism through cinema. 
 
Coming up next at Catford Mews: 
26th March - Weathering with You dir. Makoto Shinkai (2019) 
16th April - The Biggest Little Farm dir. John Chester (2018) 
Available to book soon: catford-mews.co.uk/whats-on 
 
Keep up to date with No Planet B Film Club:  
 
Facebook: @NoPlanetBFilm 
Instagram: @NoPlanetBFilm  
 
Get in touch at NoPlanetBFilm@gmail.com  
 
Let us know if you are interested in collaborating, if you have suggestions for future 
film screenings, or if you would like to sign up to our mailing list. 

https://www.ethicalconsumer.org/food-drink/shopping-guide/honey
https://www.greenpeace.org/international/act/save-the-bees/
https://friendsoftheearth.uk/bees
https://www.naturalbeekeepingtrust.org/natural-bee-husbandry
https://catford-mews.co.uk/whats-on/
https://www.facebook.com/noplanetbfilm/
mailto:noplanetbfilm@gmail.com

