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Cinema v All
Cinema For All has been known by our current 
name for 5 years, having re-branded from the British 
Federation of Film Societies in 2014 when we adopted 
our vision statement of cinema for all as our trading 
name. At the same time, community cinemas have 
been increasing the amount of outreach work over 
the past 5 years - reaching out to people who are 
lonely or isolated, welcoming different communities 
and embracing diversity through stories told on a big 
screen. As community cinemas grow and expand their 
work - how they reach out to audiences and ensure 
accessibility, what does cinema for all really mean?

As a membership organisation, Cinema For All s 
hould reflect who you are, so we are excited to 
programme for you a Community Cinema Conference 
with a spirit of healthy and friendly debate and  
a programme that looks at both sides of the coin. 
We know you will be mindful of both sides of the 
discussion and enter into the weekend’s events with 
respect, levity and the excitement of meeting new 
people with differing opinions. 

Welcome to

Sheffield

Hello and welcome to the 2019 
Community Cinema Conference  
and Film Society of the Year Awards!  
Cinema For All is proud to support 
and represent UK volunteer-led 
cinemas and we can’t wait to 
celebrate, chat, learn and share 
films with you this weekend. It’s our 
favourite weekend of the year and 
we’re so excited to spend it with you. 
This mini-newspaper will give you all the information  
you need on activities taking place throughout the 
event. You’ll find plenty of opportunities to meet 
friends old and new, share issues important to  
you and see some fantastic films.



 

Accessibility
• We welcome delegates with disabilities. All areas of  
 both venues are fully accessible to wheelchair users,  
 but please speak to a member of staff if you have any  
 concerns or requirements and we will be happy to help. 

• If you require a quiet space away from the crowds 
 at any point throughout the weekend, please let us  
 know and we will be happy to help you. 

• All areas will be clearly signposted throughout the  
 weekend and we can provide a larger print version  
 of this brochure on request. 

• Cinema For All operates a Safer Spaces Policy at all  
 of our events. Please be respectful of all delegates  
 and alert a member of staff if something troubles you. 

• This year’s conference will be BSL interpreted for  
 the support of d/Deaf delegates. Please let a staff  
 member know if you need any further support. 
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What’s on
Friday evening: Join film educator, Rebecca Ellis in The Void (part of Sheffield Hallam University) at 6.00pm 
for a fresh look at arguably the best musical of all time, Little Shop of Horrors – accompanied by a masterclass 
on cult musicals and their lasting appeal, in celebration of BFI Musical season coming later in the year. Join 
us at Fusion Organic Café afterwards for excellent drinks, canapés and catching up. Our Friday night event is 
generously supported by our friends at WRS Insurance. Many thanks to Warner and Filmbankmedia for the film 
licence, which has been provided free of charge. 

Saturday daytime: The weekend begins in earnest with welcomes and introductions from the Cinema For 
All team and our new Chair Dr. Gemma Bird. Gemma will be discussing this year’s theme and helping us set 
learning intentions for the weekend. Additionally, we will be launching mycommunitycinema.org.uk – a brand 
new website where you can host information about your film screenings, submit your listings to the press 
association and allow the general public to find their nearest community cinema. 

Following the morning session, delegates can choose between panels and workshops in the Creative Lounge, 
and a selection of fantastic films in Cinema 3. 

Saturday evening: The big celebration! Join us in Cinema 4 at 6pm for the 50th Film Society of the Year Awards 
co-hosted by filmmaker Jeanie Finlay, supported kindly by our friends at MPLC! We’ll be dancing the night away 
afterwards back in the Workstation with an after-party supported by Filmbankmedia, with a generous drinks 
donation from Magic Rock and an evening pizza party provided by Octagon Films, Market Harborough. 

Sunday daytime: Another day of films (in Cinema 3), plus another great panel session (in the Creative Lounge) 
and a Fundraising Masterclass from Cinema For All team member Abi Standish and Katherine Sellar from the 
People’s Postcode Lottery. Delegates are also very welcome to attend the Cinema For All AGM at 1.30pm 
– your chance to catch up with the Cinema For All Board of Trustees, discuss the strategic direction of our 
organisation and learn about the outcomes of our recent impact study.

Venues

Networking
Delegate lists are available on the main welcome 
desk. We have programmed plenty of time for you 
to network and catch up over the week, with good, 
long lunch breaks and chances to relax on Friday 
and Saturday evening. If you’d like more formal 
networking opportunities, or to be introduced to 
someone in particular, please let the delegate area 
staff know and they will help you. 

We look forward to spending the 
weekend with you. The team will 
be around in all areas of the event 
(wearing red lanyards), so please  
come and have a chat with us.
The Cinema For All Team 

Registration, refreshments and 
lunches – workstation delegate area
Delegates can pick up their passes from Saturday 
morning in the Workstation. Entrance to the Friday 
night film is limited and on a first come, first served 
basis. Don’t forget to join us afterwards at Fusion 
Organic Café for a stellar buffet and great wine (soft 
drinks will be available). Tea and coffee are available 
on both Saturday and Sunday morning. Delicious 
complimentary sandwiches and salads are also 
provided on Saturday and Sunday afternoon, courtesy 
of our friends Homemade by Thelma’s.  Our evening 
pizza party is provided by Octagon Films with a 
generous donation of excellent craft beer from our 
friends Magic Rock (wine and soft drinks will also be 
available).

A cloakroom is available in the upstairs of the 
delegate area (in the Workstation), but please be 
aware that we cannot take responsibility for anything 
lost or stolen. It is recommended you carry anything 
valuable with you during the event.

Showroom / 
Workstation

The Void  
(Sheffield 
Hallam)

Fusion



Timetable

THE VOID, SHEFFIELD HALLAM FUSION ORGANIC CAFE

18.00 WELCOME FILM: 
LITTLE SHOP OF HORRORS (94mins)
Plus a masterclass from Rebecca Ellis  
on cult musicals and their lasting charm. 
(18.00-20.00)

18.30

19.00

19.30

20.00-
23.00

DRINKS, NIBBLES AND NETWORKING 
at Fusion Organic Café (20.00-23.00) 

Friday
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Saturday
WORKSTATION/CREATIVE LOUNGE CINEMA 3 CINEMA 4

9.00 REGISTRATION  
+ TEA AND COFFEE 
(9-10.00)9.30

10.00

10.30

WELCOME From new Chair 
Dr.Gemma Bird plus launch of 
mycommunitycinema.org.uk
(10.30-10.45)

11.00 SESSION: MAKING YOUR  
SCREENINGS WELCOMING  
AND ACCESSIBLE
Chaired by Ellie Ragdale
(11-13.00)

FILM: FOR SAMA 95mins
(11-13.00)

11.30

12.00

12.30

13.00 LUNCH

13.30
FILM: JELLYFISH 101mins
(13.45-15.40)14.00 SESSION: GIVE ‘EM WHAT 

THEY WANT? DEVELOPING 
FILM TASTE – FROM  
PROGRAMMING TO  
CURATION Chaired by  
Deborah Parker (14.00-15.40)     

14.30

15.00

15.30
FILM: SEAHORSE 91mins 
PLUS Q&A WITH DIRECTOR  
JEANIE FINLAY 
(15.45-17.45) 

16.00 SESSION: THE BIG DEBATE 
CINEMA FOR ALL VS CIN-
EMA FOR ALL Compered by  
Danny Leigh (16.00-17.30)

16.30

17.00

17.30

18.00 50TH FILM SOCIETY OF  
THE YEAR AWARDS 2019  
(SPONSORED BY MPLC) 
Co-hosted by Jeanie Finlay
(18.00-19.30)

18.30

19.:00

19.:30

CELEBRATORY FSOY AFTER 
PARTY (SUPPORTED BY 
FILMBANKMEDIA, MAGIC 
ROCK, OCTAGON FILMS)
(19.30-midnight)

LUNCH



WORKSTATION/CREATIVE LOUNGE CREATIVE LOUNGE CINEMA 3

9.00 REGISTRATION  
+ TEA AND COFFEE 
(9.30-10.30)

10.00
FILMBANKMEDIA  
PRESENTATION
(10.00-10.30)

10.30 SESSION: FINDING AND  
ENGAGING YOUNG  
VOLUNTEERS
Chaired by Dr. Gemma Bird
(10.30-12.30)

FILM: THE THIRD WIFE 
92mins
(10.30-12.30)11.00

11.30

12.00

12.30 LUNCH LUNCH LUNCH

13.00

13.30 CINEMA FOR ALL AGM
+ MEET THE CINEMA FOR  
ALL BOARD
(13.30-15.30)

FILM: WE THE ANIMALS 
93mins
(13.30-15.30)14.00

14.30

15.00

15.30 MINI MASTERCLASS:  
FUNDRAISING FOR YOUR  
COMMUNITY CINEMA  
with Abi Standish and  
Katherine Sellar   
(15.30-17.00)

FILM: A MOON FOR  
MY FATHER 85 mins
(15.30-17.00)

16.00

16.30

17.00

Sunday 

Cinema For All reserves the right to make changes to this programme at any time.
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For Sama
DIR: WAAD AL-KATEAB AND EDWARD WATTS 
| 2019 | SYRIA | 100MINS

Winner of Prix L’Œil d’Or for Best Documentary 
at the 2019 Cannes Film Festival, For Sama is a 
documentary about a family living amongst the 
devastating confl ict in Aleppo, Syria. The fi lm has 
a deeply personal approach, acting as a visual 
message from director Waad al-Kateab to her 
daughter, Sama. The powerful story captures her 
experience of war, as a woman and a mother, and 
the impossible choice that she faces – should 
she leave her country to protect Sama’s life, 
or continue to fi ght for freedom when she has 
already sacrifi ced so much?

WORDS FROM THE MAKERS:
‘What we tried to show in the fi lm,’ explains 
Waad ‘was the way I was feeling while I was 
there. I was amazed by life – the love between 
Hamza and myself and the nice moments 
between our friends. We always tried to do 
everything together; we just tried to build 
something strong to stay alive and challenge the 
bad situation we were living in. Even if they were 
small things. That’s what we tried, to fi nd these 
moments together. It’s really what all the people 
in the story felt – that this was our life. It was 
what we lived.’ – Director Waad al-Kateab, BFI.

CRITIC QUOTES: 
‘This ragged, remarkable act of cinematic 
witnessing sees a young woman fi nding her 
voice - as an activist, as an artist and as a parent 
- above the crashing, whistling din of warfare. 
Amid a surfeit of devastating reports from the 
ruins, it’s one we haven’t yet heard.’ – Variety.

BOOKING INFORMATION:
DCP: Republic Film Distribution | 
info@republicfi lmdistribution.co.uk 

DVD/ Blu-ray: Cinema For All | 
info@cinemaforall.org.uk | 0114 2210314

Little Shop of Horrors
DIR: FRANK OZ | 1986 | USA | 90MINS

Little Shop of Horrors is a cult classic adaptation 
of an off -Broadway musical of the same name. 
Starring Rick Moranis as geeky fl orist Seymour 
Krelborn who discovers a mysterious plant which 
has a craving for blood! With an all-star cast 
including such comedy stalwarts as John Candy, 
Bill Murray and Steve Martin this wild and witty 
musical is immense fun.

WORDS FROM THE MAKERS:
’What’s interesting is that when the stage 
production began, we were just a bunch of 
amazing kids creating something for $50 week 
that was so brilliant. And then Frank came along 
and equalled or maybe even topped it. Not many 
people can do musicals, and not only is it exciting 
and funny and visually amazing, but the casting 
is brilliant and the direction is outstanding, 
and it’s only becoming more and more famous 
through the years.’ – Actor Ellen Greene.

CRITIC QUOTES:
‘This 1986 version, with a witty screenplay by 
Howard Ashman, zips along, under Frank Oz’s 
direction, to tunes by Mr. Ashman and Alan 
Menken, and with endearing performances by 
Rick Moranis as Seymour and Ellen Greene as 
the woman in his life. Levi Stubbs’s big voice 
explodes from the insatiable plant, and there’s a 
knockout turn by Steve Martin and Bill Murray as 
a sadistic dentist and his masochistic patient’ – 
The New York Times.

BOOKING INFORMATION:
DCP: Park Circus | https://www.parkcircus.com/
fi lm/108218-Little-Shop-Of-Horrors-(Director’s-Cut) 

DVD/ Blu-ray: Filmbankmedia |  
info@fi lmbankmedia.com | 02079845951

Films
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Seahorse 
DIR: JEANIE FINLAY | 2019 | UK | 91MINS

This beautiful and moving documentary follows 
the journey of Freddy McConnel, a gay trans 
man, as he decides to start a family and carry 
his own child. Freddy is not only faced with the 
reality of pregnancy, but the increasing hostility 
towards trans people in our society. The fi lm is a 
story about conception, pregnancy and birth, but 
more importantly, a story about what makes us 
who we are.

WORDS FROM THE MAKERS:
‘One of the greatest pleasures for me in the world 
is crying in the dark surrounded by strangers, 
and if the fi lm I made is eliciting that response, 
then I couldn’t be happier, so I can’t wait to see 
what happens.’ – Director Jeanie Finlay, Tribeca 
Film Festival.

CRITIC QUOTES:
‘The new documentary Seahorse (which was 
produced in association with the Guardian) dares 
to take seriously a scenario heretofore portrayed 
as absurd. Back in our nonfi ctional world, there’s 
nothing particularly amusing about the heartfelt, 
draining struggle of trans man Freddy McConnell 
to conceive and deliver his own infant. Director 
Jeanie Finlay extends sincere empathy towards 
someone who won’t let gender get in the way of 
heeding the basic human impulse to create and 
nurture new life.’ – Guardian Film.

BOOKING INFORMATION:
DCP: contact director

DVD/ Blu-ray: Cinema For All | 
info@cinemaforall.org.uk | 0114 2210314
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Jellyfi sh
DIR: JAMES GARDNER | 2019 | UK | 99MINS

Between being bullied at school, dealing with 
her overbearing boss, and caring for her mother 
who is suff ering from manic depression, life is 
not easy for Sarah Taylor. When Sarah starts 
to feel as though she has nothing left to give, 
she channels her energy into something new - 
stand-up comedy. As she works with her drama 
teacher to prepare a routine for her graduation 
showcase, the delicate balance in her life 
becomes increasingly diffi  cult to maintain. Sarah 
must choose between the responsibilities in her 
home life, and her newfound love of performing 
stand-up comedy.

WORDS FROM THE MAKERS:
‘I really wanted the movie to have as much of 
a naturalistic aesthetic as possible. Jellyfi sh is a 
drama that deals with confrontational real-world 
issues, and I knew that I would create the most 
compelling, strongest version of the story by 
doing everything I could to make the fi lm feel 
as “real” to the audience as possible.’ – Director 
James Gardner, Cineeuropa.

CRITIC QUOTES:
‘Jellyfi sh is a testament to James Gardner’s 
fi lmmaking talent, demonstrating a real sense 
of atmosphere and accuracy, and a promising 
mastery of shots, light and music. An emerging 
talent, whose career development we await with 
eager curiosity.’ – Cineuropa.

BOOKING INFORMATION:
DCP: Republic Film Distribution | 
info@republicfi lmdistribution.co.uk 

DVD/ Blu-ray: Cinema For All | 
info@cinemaforall.org.uk | 0114 2210314
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The Third Wife
DIR: ASH MAYFAIR | 2018 | VIETNAM | 92MINS

In the late 19th century in rural Vietnam, fourteen-
year-old May is given away in an arranged 
marriage and becomes the third wife to her 
older husband. May learns that she can gain 
status and security if she gives birth to a male 
child. This becomes a real possibility when she 
gets pregnant. However, her path is fraught with 
danger when May starts to develop an attraction 
for Xuan, the second wife. As May observes 
the unfolding tragedy of forbidden love and its 
devastating consequences, she must make a 
choice, to either carry on in silence and safety, 
or forge a way towards personal freedom. 

WORDS FROM THE MAKERS: 
‘I hope to immerse the viewers in the landscape 
of the fi lm, and the emotional core of the 
characters. Above all, I want the audience to feel, 
taste, and smell the world and experience the way 
life was. I hope to touch the audience in some 
ways that break down the cultural and linguistic 
barriers so that we can all be reminded, for a 
brief moment, that every one of us is capable of 
feelings like love, lust, fear, and bravery, regardless 
of the color of our skin.’ – Director, Ash Mayfair

CRITIC QUOTES:
‘Making exquisite use of natural light, 
cinematographer Chananun Chotrungroj captures 
routines and rituals, such as the gentle massaging 
of bodies, the preparation of delectable dishes, 
and a river funeral, in an observational manner 
that placidly notes all the time-honored practices. 
Her evocation of time and place exudes a languid 
texture, although tension cuts through the hazy 
surface once May becomes painfully aware of her 
limited agency.’ – Screen Daily.

BOOKING INFORMATION
DCP: Filmbankmedia |  
steve@eurekavideo.co.uk | 02084598054

DVD/ Blu-ray: Cinema For All |  
info@cinemaforall.co.uk | 01142210314

We the Animals
DIR: JEREMIAH ZAGAR | 2019 | USA | 94MINS 

With a screenplay by Dan Kitrosser and Jeremiah 
Zagar based on the celebrated Justin Torres 
novel, We the Animals is a visceral coming-of-
age story propelled by layered performances 
from its astounding cast – including three 
talented, young fi rst-time actors – and stunning 
animated sequences which bring Jonah’s torn 
inner world to life. Drawing from his documentary 
background, director Jeremiah Zagar creates an 
immersive portrait of working-class family life and 
brotherhood.

WORDS FROM THE MAKERS:
‘I think one of the things that’s true for Justin, 
and true for me — by re-imagining our own lives 
we’ve freed ourselves from a lot of the cycles 
that our parents were subject to. And I think the 
movie is trying to say that. It’s trying to say that 
by understanding who you are, and re-imagining 
who you are, and re-imagining the lives of those 
around you, you can contextualize your own life, 
and that’s meaningful, and there’s a freedom in 
that’ – Director Jeremiah Zagar.

CRITIC QUOTES:
‘Zagar builds a world that is simultaneously 
deeply authentic and dreamlike — the perfect 
combination to express a child’s deeply felt but 
inherently distorted view of the universe he 
inhabits.’ – Washington Post.

BOOKING INFORMATION:
DCP: Eureka | steve@eurekavideo.co.uk

DVD/ Blu-ray: Cinema For All | 
info@cinemaforall.org.uk | 0114 2210314
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A Moon For My Father
DIR: MANIA AKBARI/DOUGLAS WHITE | 2019 | 
UK, IRAN, GERMANY | 85MINS

In A Moon For My Father, Mania Akbari 
collaborates with her partner, sculptor Douglas 
White to create a deeply intimate and personal 
work that looks at how memory is written into 
our bodies. It is loosely structured around letters 
exchanged between Akbari and White with 
alternating voiceovers as they refl ect on how 
what is happening to them relates to their family 
and childhood.

WORDS FROM THE MAKERS:
‘Our memories are a pen, constantly inscribing 
on our body. Sometimes we tend to erase more 
painful memories, and sometimes to reread the 
memories in a new light. The attempt to erase 
or reread helps us to survive. We are also living 
as the continuation of the memories of people 
before us. Each form, shape, colour, sound, 
volume contains words which can connect with 
memories of our bodies. In an artistic encounter, 
a static sculpture or some such form can bring 
a lived and dynamic experience which revives 
the words and colours from the past’ – Director, 
Mania Akbari.

CRITIC QUOTES:
It is a fi lm which calmly, almost miraculously, 
avoids the tones of tension or trauma or 
ostentatiously courageous humour that might 
otherwise characterise a conventional Anglo-
American documentary treatment. Instead, 
Akbari insists on fi nding a way of thinking about 
it that transcends her own feelings: she almost 
always looks in emotional control – a function, 
perhaps, of her directorial control’ – The Guardian.

BOOKING INFORMATION:
DVD/ Blu-ray: Cinema For All | 
info@cinemaforall.org.uk | 0114 2210314

The Cinema For All Podcast is a 
celebration of going to the cinema 
hosted by Cinema For All team 
members Jaq Chell and Abi Standish. 
Each episode we chat about new 
fi lm releases, delve into a range 
of great themes like animation, 
working class cinema, DIY cinema 
and representation, plus interviews 
with fi lmmakers, programmers and 
community cinema organisers!

Head to www.cinemaforall.org.uk/
advice/podcast for more or get it 
wherever you get your podcasts!
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Panel Sessions, Workshops  
and Masterclasses

CINEMA//
Little Shop of Horrors intro  
plus cult musicals masterclass
THE VOID, SHEFFIELD HALLAM UNIVERSITY,  
FRIDAY 6PM
Join educator and PowerPoint wizard Rebecca Ellis, who 
will be introducing Little Shop of Horrors and exploring 
the lasting impact of the cult musical, taking in Jesus 
Christ Superstar, Cry Baby, Hairspray and many more.

CINEMA VS ALL// 
Welcome address and 
mycommunitycinema.org.uk launch 
SHOWROOM CINEMA 3, SATURDAY 10AM
Join new Cinema For All Chair, Dr. Gemma Bird,  
who will be opening this year’s event, discussing the 
theme and setting some intentions for the weekend. 
We will also be launching our brand new website 
mycommunitycinema.org.uk – a new site to host 
information about your group, upload screenings and 
allow the public to easily find their nearest community 
cinema. Raising the profile of UK community cinemas, 
and providing you a free home for your publicity, 
mycommunitycinema.org.uk has the potential to be 
one of the most important developments in community 
cinema in the past 10 years. With thanks to the BFI  
for their support of the new site, which builds upon  
the amazing work of the BFI Neighbourhood  
Cinema project.  

ALL// 
Making your screenings welcoming  
and accessible
CREATIVE LOUNGE/ WORKSTATION, SATURDAY, 11AM
Creating a welcoming and supportive environment for 
all audiences is of paramount importance to community 
cinema organisers. However, some groups go the extra 
mile, creating inclusive screenings that welcome people 
with specific disabilities and environmental needs, in 
particular reaching out to audiences with dementia, 
people with hearing impairments and audiences 
with autism. Hear from groups creating these special 
environments, as well as charities who support them. 
Chaired by Ellie Ragdale and featuring community 
cinema panellists TBC.

CINEMA// 
Give ‘em what they want?  
Developing film taste –  
from programming to curation   
CREATIVE LOUNGE/ WORKSTATION, SATURDAY, 2PM
We’re here to serve our audiences/ communities, right? 
But how? How many times have your audiences said 
they want to see [insert name of widely popular and 
much seen film] and when you’ve programmed it, 
hardly anyone’s turned up? Does worrying about your 
audiences’ reactions keep you up all night, or keep your 
programme too safe?  

A passion for cultural film, foreign language, world 
cinema drives many community cinema organisers,  
so how should/ can we programme the titles we can 
only dream of, while building trust and minimising risk, 
to take our audiences on a journey of film discovery  
we know they’ll love? 
In this session we’ll explore the often challenging 
world of programming non-mainstream film and hear 
from those who’ve taken risks, successfully brought 
challenging programmes to their audiences and have 
got them coming back for more. 
Chaired by Deborah Parker and featuring  
community cinema panellists TBC.

CINEMA VS ALL// 
The BIG DEBATE with Danny Leigh
CREATIVE LOUNGE/ WORKSTATION, SATURDAY, 4PM
Join our patron, writer and broadcaster Danny Leigh as 
he comperes the big debate – two teams of community 
cinema/ film society organisers will take a side – 
1) Community cinemas – main concern should be  
the dissemination of great cinema.
2) Community cinema – main concern should be  
the development of community, social impact and  
reducing isolation.
Each team will argue their position. Then, in the  
spirit of healthy debate, the teams will swap positions.  
The audience will have a chance to have their say too, 
with plenty of opportunities to speak up and voice on 
your opinion!

ALL// 
Finding and engaging  
young volunteers
CREATIVE LOUNGE/ WORKSTATION,  
SUNDAY, 10.30AM
Are you struggling to find younger volunteers to help 
you run your community cinema? This session features 
stories and top tips for community cinemas that have 
either found younger voices to help with the running 
of their group, or young people that have set up their 
community cinema from scratch. Featuring graduates 
of our Launchpad and Hothouse programmes, this 
session is chaired by our Community Impact Officer, 
Ellie Ragdale.

TRAINING// 
Mini masterclass – fundraising  
for your community cinema
CONFERENCE ROOM 2, WORKSTATION MEZZANINE, 
SUNDAY, 3.30PM 
An extended version of our popular coaching session.  
Learn how to look for funds to support your 
community cinema with top tips from our training 
team. We’ll be looking at fundraising, local trusts and 
sponsorship using real community cinema and film 
society examples. With Abi Standish of the Cinema  
For All team and Katherine Sellar of the People’s 
Postcode Lottery. 

THE VOID AND THE CREATIVE LOUNGE / WORKSTATION  
FRIDAY, SATURDAY AND SUNDAY  
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50th Film Society  
of the Year Awards
SHOWROOM CINEMA 4, SATURDAY 6PM
Join us at 6pm on Saturday 21 September for the 
Film Society of The Year Awards 2019. The Awards 
are Cinema For All’s proudest tradition, in which we 
celebrate and reward the incredible achievements of 
volunteer-run cinemas, film clubs and societies. This 
year’s ceremony is presented by Deborah Parker and 
co-hosted by Emmy nominated filmmaker Jeanie 
Finlay (Sound it Out, Seahorse, Game of Thrones:  
The Last Watch).

Awards After-party
THE WORKSTATION/ DELEGATE AREA,  
SATURDAY 7.30 TIL’ LATE
Join us back in the Workstation for a good old knees-
up to celebrate the winners. There’ll be music, dancing, 
pizza, chatting and more. Award winners and runners 
up will also be able to have professional pictures 
taken. Many thanks to Filmbankmedia for supporting 
the after-party, as well as Octagon Films for their 
donation to support our evening pizza party and 
Magic Rock for their generous craft beer selection. 
Wine and soft drinks will also be available.

Cinema For All AGM
CREATIVE LOUNGE, WORKSTATION, 
SUNDAY, 1.30PM 
We place great value on feedback from our Members. 
The Annual General Meeting offers Members the 
opportunity to have their say on the direction of 
Cinema For All while providing the opportunity to 
meet and put questions to the Board of Trustees. 
While only Members are eligible to vote, all delegates 
are welcome to attend the AGM. 
Please show your support for the future of the 
community cinema movement by having your voice 
heard at the AGM 2019. Following the AGM there will 
be the opportunity to meet with the Board. We will 
also be discussing the results of our recent impact 
study, which some of you may have taken part in.
AGM papers can be downloaded via the Cinema 
For All website and have been sent to Members in 
advance. Limited paper copies are available on the day. 

Your Questions
In the spirit of inclusiveness and efficiency, Cinema 
For All has invited Members to submit questions to 
the Board in advance of the AGM. Annual General 
Meetings are a forum for information and discussion 
of any aspect relevant to the running of Cinema 
For All and the annual report. The Board and staff 
of Cinema For All are keen to listen to all Members 
and keep open our lines of communication. Prior 
submission allows us to address questions from 
across the membership within the limited time of 
the meeting. Board members and staff will also be 
available after the meeting to discuss any issues that 
Members may wish to raise.

Delegate Area
THE WORKSTATION/ MEZZANINE, ALL WEEKEND
The delegate area will be a busy place throughout 
the weekend, with stalls and stands from our friends 
and supporters, such as Filmbankmedia and WRS 
Insurance as well as an area to meet and chat with 
the Cinema For All Board of Trustees. 

More Activities Throughout 
The Weekend
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Established over 30 years, Filmbankmedia represents 
independent and Hollywood studios and distributors 
for Non-Theatrical distribution. With over 13,000 fi lm 
titles to choose from, from latest releases to all-time 
classics spanning all genres, as well as hundreds of hours 
of TV shows - there are fi lms and programmes to suit 
all audiences.

We are incredibly proud to announce our new content 
partners - Noah Films, Lightbulb Films and Parkland 
Entertainment – who bring a fantastic line-up of award-
winning and critically-acclaimed fi lms to our existing 
catalogue. We’d love you to join our UK Sales Manager, 
Emily McDonald, on Sunday morning (Cinema 3, 10am), 
where she will be discussing these new titles in more 
detail, as well as some of the exciting upcoming fi lms 
we have available for booking in the very near future.

These new content partners join our list of studios 
and distributors we represent, which includes: 20th 
Century Fox, Cirque du Soleil, Disney, DLN Films, 
DreamWorks Animation, Entertainment Film, eOne, 
Eros International, FremantleMedia, Fox Network Group, 
Gravitas Ventures, High Fliers, Icon Film Distribution, 
Kaleidoscope, Left Films, Lionsgate, Metro Goldwyn 
Mayer, Miracle Communications, Miramax, The New Black 
Film Collective, Pathé, Paramount Pictures, Peccadillo 
Pictures, Pinewood Pictures, Renown Pictures, Sony 
Pictures, StudioCanal, Trafalgar Releasing, Trinity Films, 
Universal Pictures, United Artists, Vertigo Films, Verve 
Pictures, and Warner Bros.*

Marketing Support: you can download posters using 
Image Bank directly from www.fi lmbankmedia.com to 
promote the screenings you have booked with us, and 
use our ‘Notify Me’ functionality to make sure you’re the 
fi rst to hear when a fi lm is available to book.

Filmbankmedia values its long-standing relationship with 
Cinema For All. Once again we are pleased to sponsor 
the Cinema For All Community Cinema Conference and 
are proud to continue our support of the Filmbankmedia 
Audience Award. For the fourth year running, we are 
also presenting the Innovation Fund Award to two 
organisations who will receive £3,000 and £2,000 
respectively to develop projects over 2019.

Come to say hello, sign up for our newsletter and pick up 
our outdoor guide to give you some inspiration for your 
2020 screenings. We’ll be available over the weekend to 
answer any questions you may have. 

For more information on the above, please contact 
020 7984 5957 or email info@fi lmbankmedia.com.

The Motion Picture Licensing Company (MPLC) is a 
non-theatrical licensing specialist, providing blanket 
licences for screenings across 26 countries worldwide 
via the MPLC Umbrella Licence® solution.

After consulting with Cinema For All, MPLC created 
the Movie Licence in 2009 to meet the needs of fi lm 
societies and community cinemas – a way to legally 
licence fi lms for public screenings using your own 
DVD or Blu-rays.

There are thousands of fi lms to choose from - 
MPLC represents a large number of producers and 
distributors, including major Hollywood studios, as 
well as independent producers. To fi nd out more go 
to: www.themplc.co.uk 

WRS Insurance Brokers is a national insurance broker 
off ering a local service to our clients; we have been 
working in collaboration with Cinema For All for 
more than 10 years striving to off er a bespoke policy 
catering for the needs of its members. 

We believe in celebrating the great community 
benefi ts fi lm societies and fi lm groups are bringing to 
villages, towns and cities in the UK and think that this 
is something that deserves worthwhile promotion.

Here at WRS we have a dedicated team who 
look after our bespoke insurance scheme off ering 
competitive and comprehensive covers using a 
leading ethical general insurer. 

We can tailor build a policy to include covers such 
as Liability and All Risks for your kit. 

We are also off ering a special rating structure for 
new start-ups. 

WRS looks forward to meeting you at the Friday 
evening event and hope that the weekend is a success 
all around, culminating with the prestigious awards 
ceremony on the Saturday night. Good luck to all of 
the nominees. 

Cinema For All members can access discounts on 
public liability and equipment insurance through 
WRS. For more information, contact WRS, quoting 
your current membership number.

www.wrsinsurance.co.uk

The Community Cinema Conference 2019 and Film Society of the Year Awards are also supported by 
Sheffi  eld Hallam University, Octagon Films, Magic Rock and the BFI, awarding funds from The National Lottery. 
Many thanks to them for their support, without which this event could not happen. 

Sponsors
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Sponsors and Supporters:
We extend many warm thanks to this year’s 
Community Cinema Conference sponsors 
Filmbankmedia (Majella Griffin, Marie Welch),  
Film Society of the Year Awards sponsors MPLC - 
Motion Picture Licensing Company (David Taylor), 
Sheffield Hallam University (Martin Carter, Emmie 
McFadden), Friday welcome event sponsors WRS 
Insurance (Chris Chapman), Saturday evening food 
supporters Octagon Films (Peter Mitchell) and our 
generous craft beer supporters Magic Rock (Ben  
and Duncan). 

Sincere thanks to our hosts and venue Showroom 
Workstation (Ian Wild, Mark Farnsworth and all 
staff and projectionists). Thanks to our distribution 
partners: Republic Film Distribution, Mania Akbari, 
Eureka, Jeanie Finlay and Verve Pictures

Special thanks to our designer, the very talented  
Lydia Lapinski of Thoughts Make Things:  
www.thoughtsmakethings.com, our wonderful 
photographers, Mark Epstein and Peter Martin,  
Chris and his fantastic team at Fusion Organic Café  
and the lovely Emily and Becky at Homemade by 
Thelma’s: www.homemade-sheffield.co.uk.

We are also indebted to our in-kind supporters 
and partner distributors. Thank you to all who have 
contributed prizes to the FSOY goody bags (see 
awards brochure for details).

MANY THANKS TO OUR SESSION PANELLISTS  
AND CONTRIBUTORS (SEE PANELLIST BIOS  
FOR DETAILS). 

Meet the team:

The event is organised by Cinema For All with the support of the BFI, awarding funds  
from The National Lottery and we thank them for this assistance. 

Deborah Parker,  
Chief Executive

Ellie Ragdale,  
Community Impact 

Officer

Jaq Chell,  
Head of Operations and 

Sector Development

Jay Platt,  
Technical Services and 
Research Coordinator

Abi Standish,  
Sector Development  

Officer

Linnea Pettersson,  
Event Staff

Rosie Thompson,  
Marketing and Communications  

Coordinator

Sarah Christie,  
Event Staff 

Thanks

Event Organisation:
Event Producer:  
Jaq Chell

Chief Executive, FSoY event host, panel session chair: 
Deborah Parker

Assistant event manager and film programmer:  
Abi Standish

Panel session stage manager:  
Jay Platt

Panel session stage assistance:  
Sarah Williamson 

Additional photography/ social media:  
Rosie Thompson

Film session stage manager:  
Linnea Pettersson

Delegate area managers/ networking coordinators:  
Ellie Ragdale, Sarah Christie

Many thanks to our fantastic event volunteers. 

Cinema For All Board:
Gemma Bird, Chair (Liverpool), Nadine Thomson,  
Vice Chair, (London), Peter Mitchell, Secretary (Market 
Harborough), Graham Hill, Treasurer (Chesterfield), 
Katherine Sellar (Edinburgh), Sukayna Najmudin 
(Birmingham), Zoe Ellis-Moore (Guildford),  
Rebecca Ellis (Cardiff), Jane Mehta (London). 
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Operations Coordinator 



Although Cinema For All will be charting the reaction 
scores of the films screened throughout the weekend 
and will report these after the conference, you might 
find it handy to make your own notes here:

TITLE A B C D E AUDIENCE 
SIZE

REACTION 
SCORE

LITTLE SHOP OF HORRORS

FOR SAMA

JELLYFISH

SEAHORSE

THE THIRD WIFE

WE THE ANIMALS

A MOON FOR MY FATHER 

Audience Reactions

13



Notes
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Booking 
Scheme

All of our titles are available for 
just £90* per screening with 
no hidden fees or VAT. We will 
send the disk out to you free of 
charge, all we ask is that you 
pay for postage when returning 
it to us after your screening.

The Cinema For All Booking Scheme features over 800 films, 
representing some of the very best of world cinema, British 
films, independent features, documentaries and crossover titles.

Head to cinemaforall.org.uk to 
explore our new releases, including:

 Rafiki
 We The Animals
 A Moon For My Father
 Under the Silver Lake
 The Third Wife

@cinemaforall
0114 2210314


