
70 YEARS OF NAKBA: A PROGRAMME OF 9 PALESTINIAN SHORTS 
 
 
This programme was curated on the 70th 
anniversary of the Nakba (The Catastrophe), 
by the Palestine Strand of the Creative 
Interruptions research project. The research 
has aimed to explore how Palestinian 
filmmakers have used their cinema to give 
voice to their history and experience. It has 
been concerned with self-representation 
rather than with the work of solidarity 
filmmakers. www.creativeinterruptions.com 
 
The programme makes use of the rich 
collection of short films produced by a diverse 
group of creative practitioners living both 
within the borders of historic Palestine and 
outside it. It enables us to understand the 
diversity of Palestinian experience from exile, 
to occupation, to living under siege as well as 
in refugee camps as stateless citizens. 
Screening Palestinian shorts enables us to 
appreciate the diversity of talent within 
Palestinian film production because many 
filmmakers find it difficult to secure funding 
and support for their projects as stateless 
people.  
 
15 May is Nakba Day in the Palestinian 
calendar.  It commemorates the 700,000 
Palestinians that were forced to flee their 
homes out of a population of  1.2 million.   
 
The programme is divided into two parts, the 
first part relates directly to the events of the 
Nakba and the experience of exile. In keeping 
with Palestinian narratives, the second part of 
the programme interprets the Nakba as a 
catastrophe that is ongoing.  In this second 
half we have selected 5 films from the series 
produced by Idioms films, one of the few 
production companies in the West Bank 
which reflected on the impact of the Oslo 
Accords for Palestinian society.  The final film 
propels us into the reality of the present for 
young people living in the occupied West 
Bank. 

 

Part 1 : History and exile  
  
House | Ahmed Saleh |2011 
For generations, a family lived in a spacious 
and beautiful house. Guests were always 
welcome to enjoy a pleasant stay.  Until one 
guest arrived with a different plan in mind. 
(4mins)   
 
Alyasiini | SaheraDirbas | 2012 
Mahmad Alyasiini is a Palestinian survivor 
from Deir Yassin, west of Jerusalem. He 
recounts his life in the village before the 
Nakba and tells how he survived the massacre 
on April 1948. On 9 April 1948, a month 
before the establishment of the state of 
Israel. 100 of the 600 residents in Deir Yassin 
were killed and the rest forced to flee, an 
event which precipitated the occupants of 
many other villages to  flee in fear. (22 mins) 
 
Glow of Memories | Ismail Shammout |1972 
Centring around an old Palestinian man who 
is the subject of Ismail Shammout’s painting 
Memories and Fire, the film unravels his 
memories using archival photographs and 
Shammout’s own paintings to tell the story of 
Palestinian dispossession and resistance to it. 
By avoiding verbal language, Shammout 
adopts a style that enables the film to 
communicate across language boundaries, 
creating an affective narrative of the 
Palestinian cause. (12 mins) 
 

Part 2 : Contemporary dreams and 
realities 
 
Oslo Syndrome | Ayman Azraq | 2014 
‘Year 2013 brought the Oslo Agreement into 
the spotlight all over again. It brought me 
back to 20 years ago, when I had a dream 
now lost. This dream haunts me again. I feel 
as if I’m sitting in a train station watching 
trains and people come and go. They all have 
a destination to reach as I wait for a train that 
might never arrive.’ Ayman Azraq (6 min) 

http://www.creativeinterruptions.com/


 
Journey of a Sofa | Alaa Al Ali | 2014 
To transport a newly bought sofa to your 
home is an easy task.  In most parts of the 
world at least. In a Palestinian refugee camp 
in Lebanon, this task transforms itself into a 
Sisyphean journey revealing the complexities 
and absurdities of the everyday life in the 
Shatila camp in Lebanon. (9 min) 
 
Twenty Handshakes for Peace 
Mahdi Fleifel | 2014 
“I remember the handshake very clearly. My 
dad recorded the ceremony on video and 
would play it over and over again. He could 
not believe what had happened. In fact, none 
ofus could. One time he threw his shoe at the 
TV and shouted so loud, the next door 
neighbours complained about him.” Listening  
to the last interview with Edward Said while  
watching the ceremony made me realize that 
father’s anger was because chairman Arafat 
was the first one to reach out his hand.  
(3 min) 
 
Letter to Obama 
Muhannad Salahat| 2014 
In a refugee camp in the Gaza Strip, two boys 
decide to send a message to the American 
president Barak Obama through his Facebook 
page. They ask him, as the president of the 
United States, to intervene and end the siege 
on the Gaza Strip, and they invite him and his 
wife to visit the strip and witness people’s 
hardships there. But they never received a 
response. So they decide to use a small video 
camera to record a very angry video message 
from the people of the camp addressed to 
Barak Obama.  The script for the film was 
written in Gaza but the drama was filmed in 
the West Bank, highlighting the difficulties of 
representing Gaza on film. (7 min) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Interference | Ameen Nayfeh|2014 
These five films were produced by Palestinian 
directors 20 years after the signing of the Oslo 
Accords in 1993 and are part of a larger 
collection of short films called Suspended 
Time. The films present what feels like a 
suspended reality of unfulfilled dreams to 
capture feelings of fragmentation, loss, hope 
and humour in contemporary Palestinian 
experience. (11 min) 
 
Today they Took my Son  
Farah Nabulsi | 2016 
The story of a mother coping with her young 
son being taken away by a military system 
and her helplessness to prevent the 
inhumane treatment she knows he is 
experiencing.  
(8 mins) 


