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Hello and welcome to the Cinema For All Student Cinema Day 2018! This brochure will give you all the 

information you need on the activities taking place throughout the day. We hope you find plenty of 

opportunities to meet friends old and new, discuss and share issues important to you and see some great 

films.  

 

Cinema For All is very excited to be holding this year’s conference in partnership with Film Unit.  We are 

delighted to work with the team here at the University of Sheffield and thank their amazing team of 

volunteers for their support. 

Sessions  

SESSION 1:  Top Tips for Your Student Cinema 

Sukayna Najmudin from Film Unit hosts a session on troubleshooting any problems you might be having in 

your student cinema. Join her, Sam Hill (former Chair of Flix), JJ Danks-Smith (Chair of 

York Student Cinema), and Eliora Bénarroche (Editor in Chief of Film Unit) for expert advice and tips on how 

to improve your student cinema experience for you and your film-goers!  

 

SESSION 2: From Student Cinema to Your Career in Film 

Join Mikaela Smith (Showroom Cinema) and Jay Platt (Cinema For All) for information and expert advice on 

how your passion for student cinema can take you into a career in film. Plus, get a CV Masterclass from 

Cinema For All's Jaq Chell to help you land your dream job.  

 

Film screenings 

FILM SCREENING 1:  Mary and the Witch's Flower 

Join us for an exciting screening of Studio Ghibli-style storytelling about Mary, a twelve year-old who is very 

bored on her summer holidays. She follows a strange cat into the woods and stumbles across a flower, and 

then, a broomstick. Together the flower and broomstick whisk her above the clouds, far away to Endor 

College – a school of magic! 

 

FILM SCREENING 2: The Boy Downstairs 

Diana (Zosia Mamet) is a writer returning to New York after two years in London. Through a friend, she 

finds the perfect apartment on the second floor of a Brownstone. She thinks that she's struck the jackpot - 

but then she sees her downstairs neighbour. It's Ben - her ex-boyfriend who broke her heart years earlier. 

Having inadvertently moved into his building, Diana is forced to reflect on her past relationship and revisit 

long-buried feelings. 

 

Please note there is no photography, or filming allowed in any of the film screenings today. Anyone found 

doing so will be asked to leave.  

 

Networking  

We’ve programmed some networking time at breaks for you to share tips, gain ideas, or just chat with your 

fellow student cinema organisers and film fans. You are also very welcome to join us for a drink in Interval 

café bar after the conference.  
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We look forward to seeing you over the course of the day. You can find Cinema For All staff and volunteers 

(wearing red lanyards) around the venue at all times so please come and say hello. 

 

Registration is from 9:30am in the Film Unit Auditorium. Please pick up your delegate pack and name badge 

upon arrival. Your name badge will allow you entry to the sessions and screenings during the day, so please 

keep it with you at all times. There will be signs around the building to help you find your way around.  

 

Complimentary tea and coffee will be available during morning registration. A sandwich buffet lunch will be 

served from 12.30pm. Wherever possible we cater for dietary requirements where given advanced notice. 

However, please bear in mind that if sufficient notice has not been given, we may not be able to provide 

suitable refreshments. 

 

Please keep your belongings with you at all times as we cannot take responsibility for anything lost, or 

stolen. It is recommended that you carry any valuable items with you during the conference.  

 

We welcome delegates with disabilities. Please let us know in advance of any specific requirements. The 

Students’ Union is fully accessible. Cinema For All operates a Safe Spaces policy. If you’d like to discuss our 

safe spaces policies, or have any concerns about feeling comfortable at our events, please contact a 

member of our team (wearing red lanyards) at the event immediately. 
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9.30 

 

Registration 

 

Complimentary tea and coffee 

10.30 

 

Welcome from Cinema For All and key note: Dr. 

Emmie McFadden. Student Cinema life, self-care 

and well-being.   

Plus networking top tips and ice breakers. 

 

  

11.00 

 

Panel/ breakout session 1:  A panel of student 

cinema organisers share their experiences, 

followed by a breakout session where we 

troubleshoot your issues. Led by Sukayna 

Najmudin. 

 

  

12.30   

 

Complimentary buffet lunch 

 

1.15 Film 1: Mary and the Witch’s Flower   

3.15 

 

Panel session 2:  From Student Cinema to your 

Career in Film. Film industry professionals share 

their top tips for your post student cinema career 

plus CV masterclass from Jaq Chell 

 

  

4.45 

 

Film 2: The Boy Downstairs 

 

 

  

6.15   

 

Farewell drinks reception 

(In Interval Café/ Bar) 
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Hiromasa Yonebayashi | Japan | 2017 | 102 min 

 

When Studio Ghibli shuttered their production in 

2014, the film industry lost one of the foremost 

leaders in imaginative fantasy storytelling. 

With Hayao Miyazaki set to come out of 

retirement for a new Ghibli film, that loss is a 

temporary one, but lucky for fans of the 

animation studio we don’t even have to wait that 

long for a new film in the proud Ghibli tradition. 

Ghibli producer Yoshiaki Nishimura branched off 

to form Studio Ponoc with a team of key fellow 

Ghibli vets and their first feature, Mary and the 

Witch’s Flower is an absolutely enchanting 

animated adventure with some distinctly recognizable DNA. 

 

Based on Mary Stewart’s 1971 children’s fantasy book The Little Broomstick, Mary and the Witch’s 

Flower comes from The Secret World of Arrietty and When Marnie Was There director Hiromasa 

Yonebayashi, and he conjures charming magicks once again for his latest. The film follows Mary Smith, a 

young girl living with her great-aunt Charlotte over the summer. Mary’s cheerful and kind, but she can 

never seem to do anything right. She’s always offering a helping hand, but the trouble is that hand always 

seems to knock something over along the way.’ Hayleigh Foutch, Collider 

 

‘I thought it would be helpful to have […] the theme [of] transformation. Transformation of animals was one 

theme; the other one is the transformation of Mary, herself. At first, she dislikes and lacks confidence in 

aspects of herself, but she faces her own, internal self and transforms into a stronger girl. […] I thought of 

the kinds of issues that we face in the present day, as to what we should change and what we should keep, 

could relate to a kind of new magic for our present day.’ 

Director Hiromasa Yanebayashi speaking to Matt Grobar of Deadline Hollywood. 

 

 

‘…a gently refreshing change from the hectic plasticity that now dominates Hollywood computer animation, 

and even from most other anime.’ – The AV Club  

 

‘A whimsical, winsome world of invention, gorgeously translated on screen by the animation team.’ – 

Collider  

 

 

Official website: http://www.maryflower.jp | Theatrical release date: 4 May 2018 

Non-theatrical release date: 15 June 2018  

DCP | Altitude | Delphine Lievens | DelphineLievens@altitudefilment.com | 020 7 478 7612   

BLU RAY | Cinema For All | Mark Riddington | mark@cinemaforall.org.uk | 0114 221 0314 

http://www.maryflower.jp/
mailto:DelphineLievens@altitudefilment.com
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Sophie Brooks |USA | 2017 | 91 min 

 

Starting at the point where a traditional 

romantic comedy would be setting its sights on 

the finish line, Sophie Brooks' The Boy 

Downstairs offers a woman who, having loved a 

man and broken up with him, is unsettled to 

learn years later that she's his new neighbour. A 

low-key but appealing post-Girls vehicle for 

Zosia Mamet, the pic may have an unlikely story 

(in real-world love affairs, this kind of second 

chance rarely ends happily), but benefits from 

unusually authentic performances.  

Mamet plays Diana, an aspiring writer who, 

judging from her wardrobe and the apartment she can afford, clearly has some money coming in from 

Daddy. Returning to New York from three years abroad, she finds a gorgeous spot in a Fort Greene building 

whose owner, Amy (Deirdre O'Connell), a good-humoured "old broad," takes an immediate liking to her. 

Settling in, it's as if she has a fresh new life — until one night she sees her old boyfriend's name on the 

mailbox for the ground-floor apartment. 

Ben (Matthew Shear) has done all he could to move on after Diana left him for Europe, and is now dating 

the brittle realtor who showed Diana the apartment (Sarah Ramos, whose reactions get a couple of the 

film's larger laughs). But having her thrust back into his life upsets him, and he can't decide whether to try 

to win her back or pretend she doesn't exist.’ John DeFore, The Hollywood Reporter 

 

‘I hope to make films that portray how women and relationships can be challenging and honest and funny 

and sad all at the same time.’  

 

Director Sophie Brooks speaking at Tribeca Film Festival. 

 

 ‘Mamet has a quick, spry reaction time and a gently forlorn focus that holds the screen.’ – Variety 

 

‘An assured, laid-back debut and a good next move for Zosia Mamet.’ – Hollywood Reporter 

 

‘Brooks has a good ear for everyday wit, and a good eye for lived-in detail.’ – Flavorwire 

 

 

Theatrical release date: tbc 

Non-theatrical release date: Spring 2018 

 

DCP | Altitude | Delphine Lievens | DelphineLievens@altitudefilment.com | 020 7 478 7612   

BLU RAY | Cinema For All | Mark Riddington | mark@cinemaforall.org.uk | 0114 221 0314 

mailto:DelphineLievens@altitudefilment.com
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The event is organised with the support of the BFI, awarding funds from The National Lottery and we thank 

them for this assistance. 

 

Sincere thanks to our hosts, partners and in-kind venue supporters, Film Unit, particularly Sukayna 

Najmudin. Many thanks also to Freyja Gillard and Connor Young, University of Sheffield.  

 

Thanks to our designer, Lydia Lapinski of Studio Binky: www.studio-binky.com.  

 

We are also indebted to our partner distributors: Altitude. 

 

Dr. Emmie McFadden 

Sam Hill  

JJ Danks-Smith 

Eliora Bénarroche  

Mikaela Smith 

Jay Platt 

 

Event producers: Jaq Chell and Sukayna Najmudin 

Advice and support: Deborah Parker 

Film programming: Sukayna Najmudin and Abi Standish 

Marketing and publicity: Abi Standish and Corrigan Lowe 

Tech and event assistance: Jay Platt and Mark Riddington

http://www.studio-binky.com/
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Although Cinema For All will be charting the reaction scores of the films screened throughout the day and 

will report these after the conference, you might find it handy to make your own notes here: 

 

 

                  

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                  

       

       

       


