
 

 

 

 

 

‘Event Cinema’ or ‘Alternative Content’ refers to the showing of event-based content to your audience, as 

opposed to traditional feature films. This is usually cultural performances such as theatre, opera, concerts 

and dance. Many community cinema audiences are interested in accessing this content on a big screen as 

their location, budget or availability may limit them from seeing such events live or in person. Screening 

Alternative Content has the potential to attract new audiences as well as accommodate your current one.  

 

Event Cinema can also be a way of engaging with the wider 

community who may not otherwise attend your cinema. In 

addition to the arts examples above, many important events such 

as the Olympics, a Royal Wedding or an awards ceremony can be 

often offered as live broadcasts.  

This advice pack offers information how to access this exciting 

content, how to ensure you have the right licenses and set-up, as 

well as stories of those who have successfully held event cinema 

screenings.  

 

The National Theatre is perhaps the most popular provider of 

Event Cinema content. They first started offering their productions as live broadcasts in 2009, with a 

production of Phédre starring Helen Mirren. Since 2009 over 650 venues in the UK have hosted National 

Theatre Live broadcasts. In the past it has been difficult for community cinemas to show this content 

because The National Theatre have required tickets to be set at a certain price and for venues to screen the 

full season of rather than just an individual title. However, their requirements change regularly, and 

National Theatre Live pre-recorded content is now available from Cinegi (see distributors below).  

 

Content from The Royal Opera House, RSC (Royal Shakespeare Company), Bolshoi Ballet and Glyndebourne 

Opera is also offered through a variety of sources.  

 

As well as theatre and dance productions you may also wish to show live broadcasts of concerts from 

national venues such as the O2 Arena. This could be a worthwhile programming choice if your audience is 

particularly interested in music or doesn’t have access to a major music venue. As well as concerts, national 

full-scale art exhibitions are now also available to screen. Previously offered screenings include the David 

Bowie exhibition at the V&A as well as exhibitions at The National Gallery in London. 

 

Streaming live television is becoming more and more popular. Some community cinemas have streamed 

the Eurovision song contest, the Superbowl and the Oscars. However, bear in mind that showing live 
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According to Cinema For All’s 

2016 Community Exhibitor 

Survey, 7% of all screenings 

recorded were alternative 

content, totalling 140 

screenings. This is an increase 

from the 110 recorded in the 

previous year. 

 

 

 

 



television to an audience is not covered by a television licence; you will need to get permission from the 

rightsholder, which can be tricky.  

 

It is becoming more common for national and international conferences to offer a live stream to public 

venues. This will either be charged as a fixed fee for the stream or be dependent on the amount of 

audience members. If there is a large density of a particular group in your region it can be an interesting 

avenue to consider. A good example being the streaming of the WI conference, as there could be a lot of 

WI groups in neighbouring towns and villages. Specific events may offer live streams too, such as the Turner 

Prize winner announcement. Liverpool Small Cinema, for instance, took advantage of the thriving art scene 

in the city centre and hosted a screening of the event to a full house.  

 

 

Cinegi is a digital distribution service that makes filmed theatre, music, dance, ballet and opera available to 

audiences in public screenings in all kinds of venues across the UK. They represent Royal Opera House, the 

Royal Shakespeare Company (RSC), National Theatre Live, Shakespeare’s Globe, the London Symphony 

Orchestra as well as smaller companies like Miracle Theatre from Cornwall, York Theatre Royal, Random 

Acts shorts and the British Council Shakespeare Live Short Film Collection alongside content from Britain on 

Film and archive arts and documentary titles from the BFI. 

There is no subscription fee. The standard minimum price for a screening is £99 including VAT. 

www.cinegi.com  

 

 

City Screen is run by Picturehouses and deals with National Theatre 

bookings. Contact Marc Allenby: marc.a@picturehouses.co.uk 

 

 

More 2 Screen predominantly distributes Royal Opera House 

productions. Contact Steve Oliver: steve@more2screen.com 

 

 

Arts Alliance distribute content from The Royal Opera House, The 

Globe, The National Gallery and a variety of live music events. 

Contact sales@artsalliance.com 

 

 

Musicscreen specialise in live music broadcasts. Contact Steve 

Reynolds: 07767 454316 

 

 

If you are interested in showing live television broadcasts from the 

BBC you can contact BBC Worldwide on 

ukandireland.sales@bbc.com or 020 8433 2000. 

 

“Given that we had set up the 

venue to be able to project films, 

we felt we had created a 

resource that could be even 

more widely used to give more 

value to the local community. 

Perhaps there was a group of 

people in the village who were 

not so interested in films, but 

might love to be able to come 

out and see Live Broadcasts, and 

perhaps many of our members 

and regulars would be 

interested in both.” 

David Saitch, Hurst Village 

Cinema 
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Licences for live broadcasts may be more expensive than a single-title screening licence, and you may be 

required by the rightsholder to charge more for tickets. Although this means that you are taking more of a 

risk, there is the potential to make more money. As you often will be required to commit to a full season of 

events from one provider, you will need to be stable enough to guarantee this fee. For live broadcasts that 

aren’t theatre content you may find you’re unsure of what to charge for ticket prices. In this instance get in 

contact with Cinema For All and we can put you in contact with another group that has run a similar 

screening. 

 

As distribution options for live content are more limited than for feature films there are different things to 

consider when programming. If you already show feature films you can sometimes judge by the type of 

films you show whether your audience would be interested in alternative content. It may be worth 

surveying your audience and perhaps trying a screening using recorded theatre content before trying a live 

broadcast. Ideas for live events might come from conversations you have with audience members, or if 

there are any particular groups or interests you would like to cater for. Due to the fact that when you show 

live broadcasts you are likely to attract new audiences, event cinema and alternative content can be a great 

opportunity to market your community cinema program and survey the tastes of a different type of 

audience.   

Whenever you host a screening there is always the possibility that some of your equipment might fail. 

Community Cinema audiences are often very supportive of this and there are also lots of back up measures 

that can be put in place. With live broadcasts however the risk is slightly higher as you are depending on a 

broadcast that is out of your immediate control. With ticket prices often higher and fewer back up options 

the risk of disappointing your audience is a real possibility. In the case of a failed broadcast the provider 

may offer a recording for you to show on a different date.  

 

When screening live events you will need a few extra pieces of equipment. As this is fixed equipment that 

will permanently be at the venue, you will need to own it rather than hire it. This also means that if you are 

planning on hosting Event Cinema screenings you will either need to install the equipment at a venue you 

regularly use or you will need to try and source a venue that already has the facilities for live streams.  

 

The extra equipment you will need:

  

In order to show live content, you will need to get a satellite installed. This could cost anything up 

to £500. For this you will need to speak to a local aerial and satellite dish company. As a satellite is 

an outdoor feature you will need permission from the venue and planning permission from your 

local council.  The cost of planning permission varies from council to council but it is usually a figure 

somewhere between £100 and £400. 

  



This is needed to stream the broadcast from the satellite to your projection equipment. It is of a 

similar cost to the satellite and you will need to ensure that the one you have will be able to match 

the different frequencies from the different providers. The models usually recommended by 

providers are HUMAX, FORTEC STAR, TOPFIELD TF7710HDPVR and ICECRYPT HDPVR. Your local 

aerial company will be able to provide more information. 

  

To check the stream and adequately troubleshoot you will need a separate monitor (a computer 

screen). This usually costs about £100 and will be useful for your other screenings too.  

  

As this high powered equipment can get very warm, having a specialised fan in the room is 

necessary. If your equipment overheats there is a risk that your stream will cut out.  

  

Like the reasons of having a fan it is also a good idea to have options in place in case your 

equipment isn’t working on the night. This may either be someone nearby you can borrow from, or 

an Audio Visual contact to hand who can hire equipment and take a look at anything on short 

notice.  

 

In order to show Event Cinema the equipment already in place needs to be of a certain quality. The 

projector you use should ideally have a brightness of 3000 lumens or higher and as high a contrast ratio as 

possible. A 16:9 aspect ratio and white screen surface are optimum.   

The costs quoted here are examples of the most the extra equipment could cost; it is certainly possible to 

get the equipment cheaper. Generally it is recommended to have at least £1000 to put towards the overall 

process. If you have the extra money to put towards event cinema and would prefer not to deal with the 

technical side there are organisations such as Quantum Digital who will take care of the whole process for 

you.  

 

 Save money by sourcing the extra equipment needed yourself 

 Counter the risk factor at each screening by making sure your equipment is backed up 

 Balance programme choice with your current attendee’s taste but also something to tempt 

unlikely audiences 

 Once you have the equipment in place you can use it to work in collaboration with other 

interested groups in your community 

 After your trial screening keep in contact with attendees and remain open to suggestion 

Screening non-live, pre-recorded content, such as that provided by Cinegi, will be cheaper and easier 

to source, so you may wish to consider giving this a try before committing to expensive hardware.  
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