
 

 

BACKGROUND 
From the team who made the 2010 Oscar-
shortlisted Even the Rain (Madrid-born 
director Icíar Bollain and Scottish screenwriter 
and regular Ken Loach collaborator, Paul 
Laverty). The Olive Tree follows a determined 
young farmer (Anna Castillo) as she sets out 
across Europe to reclaim her grandfather’s 
beloved two thousand year old olive tree from 
the German company who bought it 12 years 
ago. A touching and emotional story of family, 
friendship and resilience. 
 
WHAT THE CRITICS SAY 
‘The spirit of grassroots activism that characterized both Bollain and Laverty’s previous films, “Even the 
Rain” and 2011’s “Katmandu,” is present once more in “The Olive Tree” — though the narrative here 
surprises most when it places social and individual concerns in bittersweet conflict. Spunky heroine Alma 
(TV-trained actress Anna Castillo, making a confident transition to big-screen leads) turns out to be a more 
charismatic carrier of a cause than even she expects or intends to be. The smooth escalation of incident in 
Laverty’s script wryly demonstrates how mass empathy — with a little assistance from social media — can 
make a political quest of a personal one, though it’s not unambiguously idealistic about the effectiveness of 
such movements.’ 
Variety 
 
‘A deceptively simple drama about a family and its thousand-year-old olive tree that is rooted in the best 
cinematic soil there is — emotional truth — The Olive Tree gets its hooks in early on, and then never lets up. 
Combining social crit with a deeply human story about the broken and unbroken bonds between 
generations, this yarn about a young Spanish woman’s literal and spiritual quest to recover a symbolically 
significant olive tree from its new corporate owners is, like the best work of Bollain, co-scriptwriter Paul 
Laverty and their colleague and mentor Ken Loach, cinema that cares and wants to make the world better. 
In Spain at least, sadly it’s an increasingly rare subgenre.’ 
The Hollywood Reporter 
 
BLOGS, PODCASTS AND ARTICLES 
PODCASTS 

 The Film Programme with Paul Laverty (23/03/2017) 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b08jclmp 

 
BLOGS/ARTICLES 

 Cineuropa Interview with Icíar Bollaín: "Paul Laverty leads me into unexpected territory" 
http://cineuropa.org/ff.aspx?t=ffocusinterview&l=en&tid=2969&did=307470 
 

RECOMMENDED FURTHER WATCHING 
 
I, Daniel Blake, Ken Loach 
Winner of the prestigious Palme d’Or at Cannes in 2016, I, Daniel Blake is a heart-breaking critique of the 
British welfare system. It follows Daniel Blake who is deemed unfit to work whilst being denied jobseekers’ 
allowance, and Katie Morgan, a single mother facing similar difficulties obtaining benefits. Presented with 
painful realism, I, Daniel Blake is one of the most important British films of recent years 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b08jclmp
http://cineuropa.org/ff.aspx?t=ffocusinterview&l=en&tid=2969&did=307470


 

 

 
Aquarius, Kleber Mendonça Filho 
Aquarius is a film about one woman’s refusal to sell her beloved flat to a construction company who want 
to replace it with a new building. Part character study, part political critique, this controversial film has 
been hailed by critics since its release. 
 
Inversion 
Another realist social critique, Inversion follows Niloofar, a young woman in Tehran. When Niloofar’s 
mother is told she must move to the countryside for her health, her brother forces her to sell her business 
and accompany her mother. Inversion is a compelling film about patriarchy, and how difficult it can be to 
overcome. 
 
 

 
 


