
 

 

BACKGROUND 
The Red Balloon is a timeless children’s classic - an 
award winning short unseen for years and restored in 
2008 to be shared once again with a new audience. 
Directed by Albert Lamorisse, ‘a remarkable artist: 
one of the cinema’s best poets and a fearless explorer 
of the scary and exhilarating outbacks of the 
imagination’ (New York Times). The poignant and 
touching dialogue-free short follows the relationship 
between a little boy and a red balloon with a mind of 
its own that he befriends on the streets of Paris. 
Widely recognised as one of the most important 
films in children’s cinema, this film, originally 
produced in 1956, is the only dialogue-free film to 
win an Oscar for Best Screenplay.  
 
WHAT THE CRITICS SAY 
‘It is a thoroughly simple story of something incredible that could not occur except in the bright imagination 
of an artist such as Albert Lamorisse, the young Frenchman who made the memorable short "White Mane" 
and who wrote, produced and directed this. Yet with the sensitive cooperation of his own beguiling son and 
with the gray-blue atmosphere of an old Paris quarter as the background for the shiny balloon, he has got 
here a tender, humorous drama of the ingenuousness of a child and, indeed, a poignant symbolization of 
dreams and the cruelty of those who puncture them.’  
The New York Times 
 
‘So far, this seems a post-Occupation France happy to forget the blood and death of Hitler's war a decade 
earlier. But soon people’s occasional, playful efforts to grab the floating, carefree balloon become grasping 
and destructive. In a gorgeous sequence, light streaming down alleys as children's shoes clack and clatter on 
the cobblestones, the balloon bouncing between the walls, Pascal is hunted down for his floating pet. Its 
ballooning sense of hope and freedom is deflated by a fierce, squabbling mass. Then, fortunately, it floats 
off, with the breeze of magic-realism, into a feeling of escape and peace, The Red Balloon taking hold of 
Pascal, lifting him out of this rigid, petty, earthbound life.’ 
Brian Gibson 
 
BLOGS, PODCASTS AND ARTICLES  
PODCAST 
Podcasts are a great free resource allowing you to listen to interviews, reviews and opinions surrounding a 
whole range of films. They are available from a number of different providers on your phone (iTunes or the 
podcast app) or via Soundcloud on the web. For this particular film have a listen to: 
In Paris, a 'Red Balloon' with an Eastern Air (11/04/2008) 
http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=89557331  
 
ARTICLES/ BLOGS 
For a little bit more information about the film, the imagery and the context surrounding it you might also 
want to have a look at the following short articles, blogs and podcasts: 
The Red Balloon (Michael Koresky) https://www.criterion.com/current/posts/655-the-red-balloon  
The Red Balloon: Written on the Wind (Brian Selznick) https://www.criterion.com/current/posts/778-the-
red-balloon-written-on-the-wind  
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The Red Balloon and White Mane (David Ehrenstein) https://www.criterion.com/current/posts/921-the-
red-balloon-and-white-mane 
 
RECOMMENDED FURTHER WATCHING 
White Mane, Albert Lamorisse 
The 1953 classic and winner of the Palme D’or predates The Red Balloon by three years. Often presented as 
an accompanying short to The Red Balloon, this pairing makes for a fantastic for a double screening and a 
showcase of Lamorisse’s artistic film making style. The White Mane is filmed in the marshes of the 
Camargue in south-west France and is a beautiful journey into the wilderness that remains a ground 
breaking work of children’s cinema to this day.  
 
Flight of the Red Balloon, Hou Hsiao-hsien 
Flight of the Red Balloon uses The Red Balloon as its starting point to tell its meditative tale. Juliet Binoche 
stars as Suzanne, a divorced mother of a 7-year-old boy named Simon, played by Simon Iteanu. The boy is 
adrift in the world, but the film doesn't rub your nose in his loneliness. It takes a while to grasp that his only 
real connection, apart from an older sister who lives abroad, is the red balloon that follows him around. 
 
The Umbrellas of Cherbourg, Jacques Demy 
A hugely influential piece of French new-wave cinema, The Umbrellas of Cherbourg is a romantic musical 
telling the story of young lovers Geneviève (Catherine Deneuve) and Guy (Nino Castelnuovo). The couple 
dream of a future together, but family, war and financial pressure inevitably conspire against them.  
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