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Community Cinema Heroes 
4 — 6 November 2016

The Void (Sheffield Hallam University)  
and Showroom Workstation, Sheffield.

2016 Community Cinema Conference 
& Film Society of the Year Awards 



WELCOME TO SHEFFIELD!
Hello and welcome to the 2016 Community Cinema Conference and Film Society of the 
Year Awards! We’re so excited to have you back with us in our home city of Sheffield. This 
newspaper will give you all the information you need on activities taking place this weekend. 
We hope you find plenty of opportunities to meet friends old and new, share issues important 
to you and see some fantastic films.

WHAT’S ON
Friday evening: Join film critic, broadcast journalist and film 
programmer, Ashley Clark in The Void (part of Sheffield Hallam 
University) at 6pm for a screening of Ghost Dog: The Way of the 
Samurai – a special screening to coincide with the BFI’s Black Star 
season. Join us at Fusion Organic café afterwards for drinks, canapés 
and catching up.

Saturday daytime: The weekend begins in earnest with welcomes 
and introductions from Cinema For All and our generous conference 
sponsors Filmbankmedia. Following the morning sessions, delegates  
can choose between panel sessions in the Creative Lounge, and a 
selection of fantastic films in Cinema 3.

Filmbankmedia will also be announcing the winners of their  
Innovation Fund during the Awards – stay tuned for more info 
throughout the day!

Saturday evening: The big celebration! Join us in Cinema 4 at 6pm for 
the 47th Film Society of the Year Awards. We’ll be dancing the night 
away afterwards in the Workstation. The Awards are sponsored by 
MPLC. The after party is supported by Filmbankmedia with a generous 
drinks donation from Prohibition.

Sunday daytime: Another day of films (in Cinema 3) including a 
fantastic selection of Norwegian shorts courtesy of our friends from 
Norsk Filmklubbforbund (the Norwegian Federation of Film Societies) - 
plus another great panel session (in the Creative Lounge). Delegates are 
also very welcome to attend the Cinema For All AGM – your chance to 
catch up with the Cinema For All Board of Trustees. 

REGISTRATIONS, REFRESHMENTS  
AND LUNCHES  — WORKSTATION 
DELEGATE AREA
Delegates can pick up their passes from Saturday morning in the 
Workstation. Entrance to the Friday night film is limited and on a first 
come, first served basis. 

Tea and coffee is available on both Saturday and Sunday morning. 
Delicious complimentary lunches are also provided on Saturday and 
Sunday afternoon, courtesy of our friends Homemade by Thelma’s. 

A cloakroom is available, but please be aware that we cannot take 
responsibility for anything lost, or stolen. It is recommended you carry 
anything valuable with you during the event. 

We look forward to spending the 
weekend with you. The team will 
be around in all areas of the event 
(wearing red lanyards), so please 
come and have a chat with us.
The Cinema For All Team 

PROGRAMME

THE VOID, SHEFFIELD HALLAM FUSION ORGANIC CAFE

6.00 FILM: GHOST DOG
THE WAY OF THE SAMURAI
WELCOME SCREENING  
with Ashley Clark (6-8.30) 

6.30

7.00

7.30

8.00

8.30 DRINKS, NIBBLES AND NETWORKING  
(8.30-10)9.00

9.30

WORKSTATION/CREATIVE LOUNGE CINEMA 3 CINEMA 4

9.00 REGISTRATION + TEA AND COFFEE 
(9-10)9.30

10.00 WELCOME AND KEY NOTE SPEECH  
(10-10.50)10.30

11.00 PANEL 1: THE ENERGISERS
 (11-12.45)

NERUDA (109mins) 
 (11-1.10)11.30

12.00

12.30

1.00 LUNCH

1.30

2.00 PANEL 2: THE CHAMPIONS
(2-3.45)

THE OLIVE TREE  (100mins) 
(2-4)2.30

3.00

3.30

4.00 PANEL 3: THE VANGUARD
(4-5.30)

LIFE ANIMATED (89mins)
(4-5.30)4.30

5.00

5.30

6.00 FILM SOCIETY OF THE YEAR 
AWARDS 2016 (sponsored by MPLC) 
with Danny Leigh (6-7.30) – doors 
open 5.55)

6.30

7.00

7.30 til' late
CELEBRATORY FSOY AFTER PARTY 
(sponsored by Filmbankmedia)

WORKSTATION/CREATIVE LOUNGE CREATIVE LOUNGE CINEMA 3

9.30 REGISTRATION + TEA AND COFFEE 
(9.30-10.30)10.00

10.30 PANEL 4: THE ORIGINATORS
(10.30-12.15)

SHORTS SELECTION FROM  
NORWAY (90mins) + discussion 
with Atle Hunnes from Norsk Film-
klubbforbund (the Norwegian Fed-
eration of Film Societies)
(10.30-12.30) 

11.00

11.30

12.00

12.30 LUNCH
(12.30-1.30)1.00

1.30 CINEMA FOR ALL AGM
+ Meet the Cinema For All Board
(1.30-3.30)

SONITA (90mins) + speaker
(1.30-3.30) 2.00

2.30

3.00

3.30 THE ODYSSEY (122mins)
(3.30-5.30) 4.00

4.30

5.00

FRIDAY 4 NOVEMBER

SATURDAY 5 NOVEMBER

SUNDAY 6 NOVEMBER

Cinema For All reserves the right to make changes to this programme at any time.

THIS YEAR’S THEME —  
COMMUNITY CINEMA HEROES
In the year Cinema For All celebrates its 70th anniversary, our conference 
theme celebrates you – the community cinema heroes - the individuals 
in every group that go above and beyond to create amazing, memorable 
film experiences for their communities.

With over 1000 community cinemas and film societies in the UK  
– each brimming with innovation, passion and dedication to the 
communities they serve, cinema for all is becoming a reality, but 
without the dedication and creativity of volunteers like you, so many 
communities would lose this way into the magical world of cinema and 
the incredible benefits it brings to our lives. 

Our panel sessions this year will be exploring  four types of community 
cinema volunteer – celebrating their individuality, looking at how they 
overcome challenges, and sharing their valuable stories and experiences. 
For more information about our panels, go to page 8.

VENUES

Showroom / 
Workstation

The Void  
(Sheffield Hallam)

Fusion

ACCESSIBILITY
We welcome delegates with disabilities. All areas of both venues are 
fully accessible to wheelchair users, but please speak to a member 
of staff if you have any concerns, or requirements and we will be 
happy to help. Cinema For All operates a Safe Spaces Policy at all  
of our events. 



FILMS

THE OLIVE TREE 
DIR: ICÍAR BOLLAÍN | 2016 | SPAIN | 100MINS

From the team who made the 2010 Oscar-shortlisted Even the Rain 
(Madrid-born director Icíar Bollain and Scottish screenwriter and 
regular Ken Loach collaborator, Paul Laverty) The Olive Tree follows a 
determined young farmer (Anna Castillo) as she sets out across Europe 
to reclaim her grandfather’s beloved two thousand year old olive tree 
from the German company who bought it 12 years ago. A touching and 
emotional story of family, friendship and resilience. 

WORDS FROM THE MAKERS 
‘The film is based on true events, on a story that Paul read about: some 
years ago, thousands of olive trees were uprooted in Spain so that they 
could be used as decorations all over Europe and even in China. A group 
of farmers in Castellón got together and demanded that a law be passed 
to protect them, and the ransacking stopped. The news story was 
entitled Grandfather’s journey, and told the story of one of those olive 
trees as it travelled across northern Europe. It fascinated him, because 
he saw it as a metaphor for so many things: what the tree represents 
for the Mediterranean Basin, how old it is (it’s a piece of heritage, a piece 
of history), and the idea of treating it like an object: the consumerist 
concept of “I’m rich, so I’ll plant a centuries-old olive tree in the garden.” 
But… what happens to the elderly people who take care of them? We 
went to see the trees and were struck by the way they looked like 
sculptures; Paul talked to people and wrote the screenplay.’ Icíar Bollaín 
in an interview with CineEuropa.

CRITIC QUOTES 
‘A deceptively simple drama about a family and its thousand-year-old 
olive tree that is rooted in the best cinematic soil there is — emotional 
truth — The Olive Tree gets its hooks in early on, and then never lets up.’  
— The Hollywood Reporter

BOOKING INFORMATION 
DCP: Eureka | steve@eurekavideo.co.uk | 020 8459 8054 
DVD/ Blu-ray: Cinema For All | info@cinemaforall.org.uk | 0114 2210314 

NERUDA 
DIR: PABLO LARRAIN | 2016| CHILE | 107 MINUTES 

Gael Garcia Bernal plays a detective on the hunt for the poet and 
senator, Pablo Neruda (played by Luis Gnecco), after he’s threatened 
with impeachment for accusing the Chilean government of abandoning 
communist ideals to appease the US. The two are locked in ‘a fabulous 
chase’ that turns out to be part myth and part fact. Following on 
from the fantastic No, Pablo Larrain offers yet another masterpiece, 
engagingly blurring the lines between fact and fiction. 

WORDS FROM THE MAKERS 
‘It’s strange what cinema does in terms of the memory… It takes a while 
to understand what you’re grabbing from anything. Neruda is this kind 
of medicine that takes effect right away and on the other hand there is 
also a slow digestion. I’ve done seven movies and five of them are period 
movies. You try to think the way [the protagonists] thought. That’s the 
first problem — seeing the world through the eyes they had back then. 
And then you have to build the imagination and it’s very absurd.’ 
— Pablo Larrain.

CRITIC QUOTES 
‘Larrain’s film is a delicate balancing act and, along with screenwriter 
Guillermo Calderón, he avoids both smugness and a sense of  
artificiality with a playful tone and a sharp, meta take on the  
concept of character and story.’ 
— Benjamin Lee (The Guardian)

‘A playfully unexpected spin on a historical drama.’ 
— Wendy Ide (Sight and Sound) 

BOOKING INFORMATION 
DCP: Network Releasing | carolina.garcia@networkdistributing.com | 
020 7605 4438 
DVD/ Blu-ray: Cinema For All | info@cinemaforall.org.uk | 0114 2210314 

GHOST DOG: THE WAY OF THE SAMURAI
(INTRODUCED BY ASHLEY CLARK)

DIR: JIM JARMUSCH | 1999 |  
FRANCE, GERMANY, USA, JAPAN | 116MINS

Ghost Dog lives above the world alongside a flock of birds in a 
homemade shack on the roof of an abandoned building. Forest 
Whitaker plays the role of a hitman studying and living by the code of 
the Samurai. He got into the business because a mobster once saved 
his life.Due to his dedication to the Samurai way of life, he must now 
dedicate his life to his master. The mobster, Louie, sends his hit requests 
via carrier pigeon, never having any direct contact with Ghost Dog, a 
lonely figure with few companions besides an ice-cream seller and a 
young girl who doesn’t even share his language. Critically acclaimed, a 
strange and profound film guaranteed to spark an engaging debate. 

WORDS FROM THE MAKERS 
‘People don’t seem to follow any codes anymore… the margins in 
which organised criminal groups like the Mafia exist are getting smaller 
because corporate crime has usurped them. So, I guess the film reflects 
our society in a way… Actually, I didn’t start with the Samurai thing. I 
started with the character and then he became a Samurai. But I’ve been 
interested in Samurai culture after first seeing Kurosawa’s interpretation 
of it in films, and then I found this book, Hagakure, when I was half way 
through the script. Then it wove its way into the film itself, somehow, I 
don’t know how to explain it. I guess what I’m most interested in is that 
in Western culture warriors are for a specific purpose, which is to do 
battle for war, and in Eastern culture warriors are also prepared on a 
very deep spiritual level, the Samurai code, and even deeper the Shaolin 
priests, that are Kung Fu masters, but are also enlightened priests. The 
difference interested me a lot, to have spiritual depth to a character who 
is a warrior’ — Jim Jarmusch (1999) 

CRITIC QUOTES 
‘Jarmusch seems to have directed with his tongue in his cheek, his hand 
over his heart, and his head in the clouds. The result is weirdly intriguing.’ 
— Roger Ebert

BOOKING INFORMATION 
DCP: Park Circus | info@parkcircus.com | 0141 332 2175 
DVD/ Blu-ray: Cinema For All | info@cinemaforall.org.uk | 0114 2210314 

J O I N  T H E

 BIGGEST 
  NETWORK  OF      
  COMMUNITY CINEMAS
   B E C O M E  A  M E M B E R 
   OF CINEMA FOR ALL!

www.cinemaforall.org.uk

Want more advice and support from 
Cinema For All? Be part of a huge network 
of community cinemas and film societies all 
across the UK by joining Cinema For All 
as a Member.

Telephone  
0114 221 0314 

Email  
info@cinemaforall.org.uk 

@cinemaforall

  Groups in their 1st year: £47.50
  2nd year organisations: £71.25
  Groups operating for  

  3 or more years: £95
  Non-volunteer led groups: £110

Rates

‘Cinema For All has made a  
really big difference to us  

starting up. They are always on  
hand to answer queries and always get 

back to us quickly and always know 
who we are and what we’re asking 
about. We’re really happy with the 

 support we’ve received.’
Jan Barrace,  

Abernethy Community  
Cinema

Annual membership 
starts from just £47.50 
per year and can help you 
save hundreds of pounds 
on film licences, deposits 
and insurance costs.



FILMS

SONITA
DIR: ROKHSAREH GHAEMMAGHAMI | 2015 |  
GERMANY, SWITZERLAND, IRAN | 90 MINUTES

Sonita works in Tehran as a cleaner at a refugee centre that doubles as 
a school, and lives with her sister and niece in a single tiny room. When 
she’s not at work she imagines herself a superstar rapper. She spends 
her days superimposing her face onto magazine cut outs of Rihanna, or 
performing for the kids at the centre. Sonita doesn’t rap about love, or 
fame, she raps defiantly about her experience as an Afghan teenager at 
odds with her sexist surroundings. She doesn’t realise it yet, but she’s an 
activist. 

WORDS FROM THE MAKERS 
‘Making Sonita was a journey into the depths of society to understand 
poverty, immigration, war, identity, sexism, tradition and human values 
versus filmmaking conventions… Sonita uses her rap lyrics and powerful 
voice to fight child marriage. She speaks out for the rights of girls and 
women to choose their own destiny. Sonita’s advocacy began with 
herself as a teenager, when she created a video to protest against her 
own impending marriage. The song was written from the viewpoint of 
her young friends, who were also about to be sold, and it is becoming a 
rallying cry for many girls across the globe. She succeeded in avoiding 
a marriage and embarked upon a journey to end child marriage all over 
the world.’ —  Rokhsareh Ghaemmaghami

CRITIC QUOTES 
‘Ghaemmaghami briefly appears in the early passages, when Sonita, 
tired of answering questions, asks to hold the camera. The director 
plays a much more pivotal role as her documentary progresses, as 
she becomes inextricably woven into Sonita’s fight for freedom – after 
paying off her subject’s mother with $2,000 to keep the girl in Iran. 
The filmmaker crosses the line from observer to participant. Probably 
because of the uplifting outcome, Ghaemmaghami chooses to keep the 
focus on Sonita’s evolution as an artist. The approach works: to witness 
Sonita’s rise from timid rapper to empowered activist over a three-year 
span is thrilling. Whatever you make of Ghaemmaghami’s actions, there’s 
no denying the impact her friendship with Sonita had on the young 
woman’s life – and the unyielding power of her documentary.’ 
— Nigel M Smith (The Guardian)

BOOKING INFORMATION 
DCP: New Wave | colin@vervepics.com | 020 7436 8001 
DVD/ Blu-ray: Cinema For All | info@cinemaforall.org.uk | 0114 2210314 

THE ODYSSEY
DIR: JÉRÔME SALLE| 2016 | FRANCE | 122MINS

A family live in a beautiful home by the Mediterranean Sea; from the 
outside they have the perfect life, but Jacques, the father, is never 
content. He lives and breathes adventure and believes absolutely in 
the virtues of progress. With his invention, the aqualung, his recently 
acquired vessel the Calypso, and a crew of free-spirited adventurers he 
is ready to cross the world’s oceans. Ten years later, back from boarding 
school his children find him greatly altered – an international celebrity 
with megalomaniac dreams of grafting gills to humans and creating 
underwater cities. Jacques cannot see it yet, but his son Philippe already 
understands that progress and pollution have begun to lay waste to 
the submarine world. Despite their mutual love and admiration, violent 
conflict between these two passionate men is inevitable. But on their 
greatest adventure together aboard the Calypso, in Antarctica, they will 
find each other - before tragedy strikes.

WORDS FROM THE MAKERS 
‘It was incredible because for my generation, Captain Cousteau was a 
Christ-like figure, one of the most famous men in the world ... but when 
talking to others, I realized that those in their twenties, or thirties were 
oblivious of him.  So I started looking at what was written about him. 
On the Internet, in books and documentaries, a childhood nostalgia was 
awakened in me. I also saw that other than Wes Anderson’s The Life 
Aquatic, no other film project addressed this exceptional destiny. From 
there, I pulled as though on the thread of a ball and I soon discovered a 
mystery - we know very little about Jacques Cousteau.’ —  Jérôme Salle 
(translated)

CRITIC QUOTES 
‘Jérôme Salle’s film best honours its subject by inviting audiences to 
marvel at what lies underwater, whether it’s a seal lunging at the camera 
lens or, in one lyrical sequence, a majestic, storm-skinned whale drifting 
peacefully in the blue. The camera and digital effects teams have done 
their best to bring a sense of wonder to proceedings.’ 
— Guy Lodge

BOOKING INFORMATION 
DCP: Altitude | delphinelievens@altitudefilment.com | 0207 478 7612 
DVD/ Blu-ray: Cinema For All | info@cinemaforall.org.uk | 0114 2210314

NORWEGIAN SHORTS SELECTION
DIR: VARIOUS | NORWAY

A selection of short live action and animation films from our friends at 
the Norwegian Film Institute, presented by Atle Hunnes from Norsk 
Filmklubbforbund (the Norwegian Federation of Film Societies). Atle 
will be discussing the short film collection, Norwegian community 
cinema culture and connections to how volunteer-led cinema operates 
worldwide.

The shorts are available to screen for free on a non-commercial basis 
following approval from the Norwegian Film Institute. 

Stop Blaming The Iceberg 
A new theory emerges 100 years after the Titanic disaster.

Bald guy (Skallamann) 
A story about a young man’s quest for love and acceptance, all in a 
lively musical film about being yourself and loving whomever you 
want. This is a film about forbidden and boundless love and the risk of 
losing everything when your choice clashes head-on with the morally 
accepted.

Premature (Prematur) 
Premature tells the story of Norwegian Martin and his pregnant Spanish 
girlfriend, Lucia. We follow the pair during their first 15 minutes on 
Norwegian soil, observing Lucia’s first encounter with this new culture 
and her in-laws. The film depicts a car trip full of social tensions, 
expectations and misunderstandings.

To Open, To See (Å åpne, å se) 
A group of children is taken on a trip to a beach. While separated from 
adult supervision, they discover a stranded porpoise. It is dead. See what 
happens when they open it up.

The Devil’s Ballroom (Mannen fra isødet)  
Along his strenuous journey to the North Pole, a chance encounter 
forces a fearless explorer to make an impossible decision.

Alien Repair Guy 
Alien Repair Guy is a sci-fi story about where we come from, and about 
whose pawns we are - a film about what goes on above our heads. 
Earth’s control box gets broken. For the alien caretaker, what seems like 
just another day at work, ends up something completely different.

Snow (Snø) 
A composer tries to capture the sound of the snow.

BOOKING INFORMATION 
Blu-ray: Norwegian Film Institute | post@nfi.no | + 47 22 47 45 00

LIFE, ANIMATED
DIR: ROGER ROSS WILLIAMS | 2016 | FRANCE, USA | 89MINS

Life, Animated is the inspirational story of Owen Suskind, a young man 
who was unable to speak as a child until he and his family discovered 
a unique way to communicate by immersing themselves in the world 
of classic Disney animated films. This emotional coming-of-age story 
follows Owen as he graduates to adulthood and takes his first steps 
toward independence. The subject of his father Ron Suskind’s New 
York Times bestseller, Owen was a thriving three year old who suddenly 
and inexplicably went silent – and for years after remained unable to 
connect with other people, or to convey his thoughts, feelings or desires. 
Over time, through repeated viewings of Disney classics like The Little 
Mermaid and The Lion King, Owen found useful tools to help him to 
understand complex social cues and to re-connect with the world 
around him.

WORDS FROM THE MAKERS 
‘Life, Animated evocatively interweaves classic Disney sequences with 
verité scenes from Owen’s life in order to explore how his identification 
and empathy for characters like Simba, Jafar, and Ariel gave him a 
means to understand his feelings and allowed him to interpret reality.  
Beautiful, original animations offer rich insights into Owen’s fruitful 
dialogue with the Disney oeuvre as he imagines himself heroically facing 
adversity as a member in a tribe of sidekicks.’

CRITIC QUOTES 
‘If you believe in magic, Life, Animated is the potion for you.’ 
— The Hollywood Reporter

‘Incredibly moving documentary.’ 
— The Guardian

BOOKING INFORMATION 
DCP: Dogwoof | dorottya@dogwoof.com | 020 7253 6244 
DVD/ Blu-ray: Cinema For All | info@cinemaforall.org.uk | 0114 2210314 



PANEL SESSIONS, WORKSHOPS  
AND SEMINARS

THE ENERGISERS   
CREATIVE LOUNGE, WORKSTATION 
SATURDAY 11AM

Many of us are lucky enough to have that one ‘personality’ in our groups 
- the one who organises everything, stays energised, and provides the 
heart and soul of your film nights. This session looks at how we can 
appreciate those key people, learn from their energy, start to share the 
load, and cope when that key person moves on.

Led by Deborah Parker of Cinema For All, we’ll be hearing from Learoy 
Ellis-Moore from SoCiMa, Rachel Cross from Chester Film Society and 
one other speaker TBC.

MORE ACTIVITIES THROUGHOUT  
THE WEEKEND

47TH FILM SOCIETY OF THE YEAR AWARDS 
SATURDAY 6PM, CINEMA 4

Join us at 6pm on Saturday 5 November for the Film Society of The 
Year Awards 2016. The Awards are Cinema For All’s proudest tradition, 
in which we celebrate and reward the incredible achievements of 
volunteer-run cinemas, film clubs and societies. This year’s ceremony 
is presented by Deborah Parker, and co-hosted by film writer and 
broadcaster, Danny Leigh. The Awards are sponsored by MPLC.

DELEGATE AREA  
WORKSTATION RECEPTION AND MEZZANINE

The delegate area will be a busy place throughout the weekend, with 
stalls, stands and demonstration areas from our friends and supporters, 
such as Filmbankmedia and AVCOM, as well as an area to meet and chat 
with the Cinema For All Board of Trustees. 

AWARDS AFTERPARTY  
CREATIVE LOUNGE, WORKSTATION 
SATURDAY 7.30 ‘TIL LATE, WORKSTATION

Join us back in the Workstation for a good old knees up to celebrate the 
winners. There’ll be music, dancing, nibbles, chatting and more. Award 
winners and runners up will also be able to have professional pictures 
taken. Many thanks to Filmbankmedia for supporting the afterparty.

CINEMA FOR ALL AGM 

SUNDAY, 1.30PM, CREATIVE LOUNGE

We place great value on feedback from our Members. The Annual 
General Meeting offers Members the opportunity to have their say on 
the direction of Cinema For All while providing the opportunity to meet 
and put questions to the Board of Trustees. 

While only Members are eligible to vote, all delegates are welcome to 
attend the AGM. 

Please show your support for the future of the community cinema 
movement by having your voice heard at the AGM 2016. Following the 
AGM there will be the opportunity to meet with the Board.

AGM papers can be downloaded via the Cinema For All website and 
have been sent to Members in advance. Limited paper copies will be 
available on the day. 

YOUR QUESTIONS
In the spirit of inclusiveness and efficiency, Cinema For All has invited 
Members to submit questions to the Board in advance of the AGM. 
Annual General Meetings are a forum for information and discussion 
of any aspect relevant to the running of Cinema For All and the annual 
report. The Board and staff of Cinema For All are keen to listen to all its 
Members and keep open its lines of communication. Prior submission 
allows us to address questions from across the membership within 
the limited time of the meeting. Board members and staff will also be 
available after the meeting to discuss any issues that Members may  
wish to raise.

THE VANGUARD 

CREATIVE LOUNGE, WORKSTATION 
SATURDAY 4PM

The film society and community cinema movement today can 
sometimes look very different than it did 10 years ago. This panel session 
takes a look at the changes faced by the community cinema movement 
over the past 10 years, the challenges overcome, the new types of model 
adopted by start-ups and the rising popularity of immersive cinema 
experiences. Led by Katherine Sellar, trustee of Cinema For All, we’ll also 
be hearing from Paul Hartley of InSitu, Sanpreet Janjua of Nottingham 
Alternative Film Network and Adriana Kytkova of Deptford Cinema.

Creative Lounge 
Saturday and Sunday

THE ORIGINATORS 
CREATIVE LOUNGE, WORKSTATION 
SUNDAY 10.30AM

Scottish groups were the among first to start calling themselves 
community cinemas - a key term that is now a commonplace 
identification for most volunteer-led cinemas. In this session we talk 
to Scottish community cinema champions, learn about the history 
of the movement there, and about how collaborating with existing 
volunteer groups is ensuring the growth of volunteer-led cinema north 
of the border. Led by Morvern Cunningham, we’ll also be hearing from 
Matt Kitson of Driftwood Cinema, Tony Stewart, Scottish Libraries and 
Information Trust and Marc David Jacobs of Edinburgh Film Guild. 
Morvern Cunningham will be also talking about Cinema For All and 
Voluntary Arts Scotland’s Grow Your Own Cinema Project.

THE CHAMPIONS  
CREATIVE LOUNGE, WORKSTATION 
SATURDAY 2PM

Though we are all familiar with the delights and rewards associated  
with community cinema, much of the UK is still unaware that  
volunteer-led cinema exists. In this session we look at those who 
champion community cinema either digitally, in the press, through talks 
or through celebratory programming. Led by Gemma Bird, vice-Chair 
of Cinema For All, we’ll be hearing from Amanda Randall from Screen 
St. Ives, Julia Vickers from Bracknell Film Society and Michael Pierce of 
Scalarama/Cinema Nation.



SPONSORS

Filmbankmedia is the leading non-theatrical distributor in the UK, 
proudly representing independent distributors including Lionsgate, 
StudioCanal, Icon, Pathé, Entertainment Film, Metrodome, Trinity Films, 
Verve Pictures, Kaleidoscope Film, Renown Pictures, Eros International, 
Arrow Films, Vertigo, Vision Films and many more.

Filmbankmedia also represents many major Hollywood studios including 
Warner Bros., Sony Pictures, Disney, 20th Century Fox, Metro-Goldwyn-
Mayer, Universal Studios and Paramount Pictures, providing film societies 
and community cinemas with easy access to an extensive selection of 
new and classic titles to suit all audiences.

Through Filmbankmedia, many films are available to screen in a special 
pre-DVD release – often just 8-12 weeks after cinema release, subject 
to availability.  This enables people to host their very own film premiere 
events, screening films to local communities and film societies before 
they are available on Blu-Ray or DVD.

Alongside the latest releases, Filmbankmedia boasts an extensive library 
of over 12,000 independent, classic, Hollywood and Bollywood films 
spanning all genres. These are all available to book via our website, www.
filmbankmedia.com

Filmbankmedia has proudly supported Cinema For All for almost  
30 years. Once again we are delighted to sponsor the Cinema For All 
Community Cinema Conference and are proud to continue our support 
of the Filmbankmedia Audience Award which seeks to recognise the 
achievements of film societies and community cinemas throughout 
the UK.  

We are delighted to be awarding the first two recipients with the 
Filmbankmedia Innovation fund at this conference.   The fund is aimed 
at supporting newly established organisations to help them deliver 
initiatives that secure their growth.  

Representatives from Filmbankmedia are available over the weekend 
and can answer any questions you may have. Alternatively for more 
information please contact 020 7984 5957/8 or info@filmbankmedia.
com

THANKS

SPONSORS AND SUPPORTERS:

We extend many warm thanks to this year’s Community Cinema 
Conference sponsors Filmbankmedia (Majella Griffin, Marie Welch, 
Amanda McGovern), Film Society of the Year Award sponsors MPLC 
- Motion Picture Licensing Company (David Taylor, Daniel Saunders), 
delegate bag sponsors AVCOM (Eric Bastin, John Conaghan), WRS 
Insurance (Chris Chapman), Sheffield Hallam University (Martin Carter). 

Sincere thanks to our hosts and venue Showroom Workstation (Ian Wild, 
Mark Farnsworth and all staff and projectionists).

Special thanks to our designer, the very talented Lydia Lapinski of  
Studio Binky: www.studio-binky.com, our wonderful photographer,  
Mark Epstein: www.markepstein.co.uk and the lovely Emily and Becky  
at Homemade by Thelma’s: www.homemade-sheffield.co.uk.

We are also indebted to our in-kind sponsors and partner distributors: 
Altitude, Network Releasing, Norsk Filmklubbforbund (the Norwegian 
Federation of Film Societies), Dogwoof, Eureka and New Wave.

Thank you to all who have contributed prizes to the FSOY goody bags 
(see awards brochure for details).

MANY THANKS TO OUR PANELLISTS, SPEAKERS AND  
SESSION CHAIRS FOR SHARING THEIR INTERESTING  
STORIES AND EXPERIENCES.

EVENT ORGANISATION:

Event Producer: Jaq Chell

Chief Executive: Deborah Parker

Film programmer: Gemma Bird, Michael Wood

Assistant event manager: Abi Standish

Videography/additional photography: Peter Martin 

Panel session stage manager: Mark Riddington

Film session stage manager: Sarah Christie

Many thanks to our fantastic event volunteers. 

CINEMA FOR ALL BOARD:

Tim Swanwick, Chair (Watford), Gemma Bird, Vice Chair (Burton-on-
Trent), Peter Mitchell, Secretary (Market Harborough), Graham Hill, 
Treasurer (Chesterfield), Tony Thorndike (Harrogate), Katherine Sellar 
(Edinburgh), Nadine Thomson, (London), Carlota Larrea (Hitchin). 

The Motion Picture Licensing Company (MPLC) is a non-theatrical 
licensing specialist, providing blanket licences for screenings across 26 
countries worldwide via the MPLC Umbrella Licence® solution.

After consulting with Cinema For All, MPLC created the Movie Licence 
in 2009 to meet the needs of film societies and community cinemas – a 
way to legally licence films for public screenings using your own DVD or 
Blu-rays.

There are thousands of films to choose from - MPLC represents a large 
number of producers and distributors, including major Hollywood 
studios, as well as independent producers. To find out more go to: http://
www.themplc.co.uk 

A range of MPLC titles are also available through the Cinema For All 
Booking Scheme. To find out more visit: www.cinemaforall.org.uk/
bookings.

AVCOM has been established for over 40 years. In 1970 our activities 
were confined to the supply of motion picture projectors (16mm & 
35mm) but, as video tape technologies supplanted 16mm film and video 
projectors became increasingly reliable and affordable, community 
cinemas were able to take advantage of an ever-increasing catalogue  
of titles, starting with VHS and now DVD.

Currently, the range of projectors able to reproduce an HD image, from 
720p to 1080p, will meet most budgets and all major manufacturers are 
supplying LCD, LCOS and DLP systems.

We can offer impartial advice for the selection of projectors, audio 
systems and screens.

www.avcom.co.uk 

The event is organised by Cinema For All with 
funding support for the panel sessions from 
the BFI and we thank them for this assistance. 

The Community Cinema Conference 2016 and Film Society of the Year Awards are also supported by 
WRS Insurance, Sheffield Hallam University and the BFI. Many thanks to them for their support. 



AUDIENCE 
REACTIONS
Although Cinema For All will be charting the reaction 
scores of the films screened throughout the weekend and 
will report these after the conference, you might find it 
handy to make your own notes here:

NOTES

TITLE A B C D E
AUDIENCE 

SIZE
REACTION SCORE

GHOST DOG: THE WAY OF THE SAMURAI 

NERUDA

THE OLIVE TREE

LIFE, ANIMATED

SONITA

NORWEGIAN SHORTS

THE ODYSSEY


