


In March 2015, Cinema For All undertook the first comprehensive cinema equipment survey on behalf of the 

community cinema sector, in order to gather the most current and comprehensive information that will enable 

us to better represent the community cinema sector on issues relating to all areas of equipment.  

 

The survey was hosted presented as a Google form. The link was sent to all full, associate and affiliate 

members, plus all other community exhibitors known to Cinema For All, in March 2015.The survey was also 

promoted in Cinema For All’s monthly newsletter Newsreel. Respondents were asked to complete the 

questionnaire by the middle of April, and reminders were sent out to encourage a good response. 

 

In total, 39 organisations responded to the survey. The majority of respondents operate out of village halls and 

have a seating capacity of 50-200.The vast majority have a fire alarm and storage for their equipment on the 

premises. The survey asked key questions concerning equipment that groups currently use, the equipment that 

they would like to have, how groups fund their equipment and how Cinema For All might help in these areas. 

The survey asked for specifications such as brand, size, capability and age.  

The purpose of the survey was so that we could: 

 Better understand the equipment and venue needs of the groups we represent 

 Understand the type of advice that community cinemas need in connection with cinema equipment 

and setting up 

 Understand what the funding needs are for cinema equipment 

 Give advice in connection with sourcing and sharing equipment 

 Understand other related issues that require resolution 

 Understand the reach and scope of the BFI Neighbourhood Cinema Equipment Fund 

 Give technical advice enabling groups to apply to the fund 

This valuable information helps to inform Cinema For All with the support and advice we can offer in regards to 

equipment and understanding the needs of the sector. It also helps us gather important feedback for the BFI 

that will impact how the Neighbourhood Cinema Funding or other future funding initiatives operate. Cinema 

For All is a strategic partner of the BFI Neighbourhood Cinema Equipment Fund. 



Most respondents do not operate in classic cinematic venues and half of respondents already have a hearing 

loop. This information tells us more about what equipment set up is already in place and also about the 

accessibility of the venues.  It also gives an indication of what venue and accessibility concerns new groups 

may be faced with. The need for chairs emphasises that most groups are not operating in purpose built 

venues and that is an extra cost that needs to be considered:  

 

 24 % of responding community exhibitors are based in cinemas, theatres or Arts Centres. The rest are 

based in community venues and non-traditional venues.  

 Only 14% of respondents have purchased extra chairs for their venue but 40% of respondents would 

like new chairs. 

 47% of respondents operate in venues that already have a hearing loop installed. 

 

The majority of respondents either have a projector with a brightness level below 3000 lumens or above 

5000. In a smaller venue you would ideally like a projector with 3000 lumens however in a larger venue that 

seats over 200 you would need a more powerful projector in the region of 5000 lumens. Respondents who 

purchased their projector 5 years ago or longer would like a replacement and almost all of the respondents 

who purchased their projector in the last 3 years are not interesting in replacing it yet : 

 

 30% of respondents have a projector with a brightness level of below 3000 lumens and 44% of 

respondents have a projector with a brightness level above 5000 lumens. 26% have a projector with a 

brightness level between 3000 and 4999 lumens. 

 By looking at the average luminance of the venues (projector brightness/ screen area) we can see that 

41% are below 30ft/l, the average being 30-40ft/l, 41% fit this average and 18% are well above it.  

 50% of respondents purchased their projector less than 3 years ago and 50% more than 3 years ago. 

47% of respondents would not like to replace their projector whilst the remainder either want to 

replace it now or in the future. 

 23% of respondents have NEC projectors, with 14 % respondents also having either a Panasonic, 

Christie, Barco or an Epsom projector. 

 

 52% of respondents have screens measuring between 15ft – 19ft screens (measured diagonally).  

 86% of respondents have their screens permanently installed  

 58% of respondents have a matt white screen and 42% have reflective 

 

The majority of respondents have an amplifier with 5 or more channels however the average amount of 

watts per output is below 400. 

 82% of respondents have an amplifier with 5 or more channels 



 79% of the amplifiers have an average amount of watts per output of 400 or below 

A quarter of respondents have received funding from the BFI (or other national organisations) whilst almost 

a third sourced funding from local councils and funds. The majority of respondents had heard of the BFI 

Neighbourhood Cinema Equipment Fund, but less than a quarter had applied. Over a third of respondents 

want to upgrade their equipment: 

 26% of respondents funded their equipment with funding from the BFI either from previous BFI 

funding streams or the current Neighbourhood Cinema Equipment Fund, which is based on equipment 

grants rather than monetary grants. 

 32% of respondents funded their equipment with locally sourced funds  

 81% of respondents have heard of the BFI Neighbourhood Cinema Equipment Fund 

 18% of respondents have applied to the BFI Neighbourhood Cinema Equipment Fund 

Over a third of respondents want upgraded equipment. There is an even spread of interest in the areas of D-

Cinema, internet streaming and live broadcasts: 

 36% of respondents would like upgraded equipment 

 18% of respondents are interested in doing live broadcasts 

 15% of respondents are interested in having D Cinema 

 27% of respondents are interested in internet streaming 

Over a quarter of respondents have hired equipment in the past and a similar number would be willing to 

share theirs, this is something that Cinema For All is keen to advertise: 

 37% of respondents have hired equipment 

 38% of respondents would be willing to share their equipment 

Respondents are most interested in receiving advice on funding for equipment, assistance with funding 

applications and sourcing equipment: 

 59% of respondents would like advice on funding for equipment 

 50% of respondents would like advice on funding applications 

 44% of respondents would like advice on sourcing equipment 

 

 

 



Most of the respondents do not operate in classic cinematic venues. We can assume from this information that 

most of the respondents need projection equipment and are solely responsible for operating their equipment. 

Half of respondents already having a hearing loop in their venue suggesting that accessibility is already a high 

priority  

 

 

The most popular brand of projector is NEC, with respondents also favouring Panasonic, Christie, Barco and 

Epsom.  

 

The majority of respondents either have a projector with a brightness level below 3000 lumens or above 5000, 

similarly by looking at the average luminance of the venues (projector brightness/ screen area) we can see that 

41% are below 30ft/l, the average being 30-40ft/l, 41% fit this average and 18% are well above it.  

 

Half of the respondents purchased their projector in the last 3 years and about a third of respondents 

purchased it over 5 years ago. The same amount of respondents who purchased their projector 5 years ago 

would like a replacement and almost all of the respondents who purchased their projector in the last 3 years 

would not like to replace it.  

 

This information suggests that in smaller venues respondents are using projectors that are not ideal for their 

needs and respondents in larger venues are well equipped. It also suggests that projectors regularly used have 

a life span of about 5 years. 

Just over half of the respondents have screens between 15ft – 19ft (diagonally measured). Fewer respondents 

wanted to replace their screen than those who wanted to replace their projector. This suggests that screens 

are a sturdier piece of equipment, the issue for most being size. The average screen size owned by respondents 

is generally larger than those offered by the BFI Neighbourhood Cinema Equipment Fund, the largest offered 

being 16ft (diagonally measured). 

The majority of respondents have an amplifier with 5 or more channels, however the average amounts of watts 

per output is below 400. This suggests that although most have the facilities to channel a lot of speakers, they 

don’t have the capacity to run very powerful speakers through the amplifier. Less than half of the respondents 

want to replace their sound equipment. Sound equipment, similarly to the screen, is one of the sturdier pieces 

of equipment.  

  



 

A quarter of respondents have received funding from the BFI or other national organisations, whilst almost a 

third sourced funding from local councils and funds. Some respondents have used either donations or surplus 

from membership to fund some of their equipment. 

From looking at the list of funders we can also see that only a minority of funders are arts/film funding bodies. 

Another important conclusion is that a lot of the respondents used several different funds over time. No one 

fund has fully funded respondents’ equipment. 

Over a quarter of respondents have hired equipment in the past and a similar number would be willing to share 

theirs. From this information we can make the assumption that those who have hired in the past are more 

willing to share their own equipment. 

In respondents’ equipment future aspirations, upgraded equipment is more desired than newer types of 

equipment 

The advice that respondents are most interested in receiving is advice on funding for equipment and assistance 

with funding applications. Around a quarter of respondents were interested in arranged equipment 

demonstrations. 

When asked to comment specifically, interest was shown in particular on advice on sound equipment.  

The vast majority of respondents have heard of the BFI Neighbourhood Cinema Equipment fund, 20% have 

used the enquiry service and 18% have applied to the fund.  

 

Thank you to all who took part in the survey for taking the time to gather information about their equipment 

and providing valuable feedback. 



 

 

1. What type of organisation are you?

 
2. How many volunteers do you have? 

Number of vols. 

1-9 9 47% 

10-19 5 26% 

20-29 3 16% 

30-39 0 0% 

40+ 2 11% 

Total 19 100% 

3. What type of registered organisation are you?

From these results we can see that the majority of respondents are Film Societies/ Community Cinemas, 

with fewer than 10 volunteers and are not legally registered organisations.

Community Cinema/ Film
Society 95%

University or college film
society 0%

Arts Centre 3%

Other 5%

Registered Charity 26%

Registered Company 3%

Registered Limited
Liability Partnership 0%

Other 71%



4. What type of venue are you based in? 

5. What is the seating capacity? 

Seating capacity 

Under 50 0 0% 

50-99 8 36.5% 

100-199 8 36.5% 

200+ 6 27% 

Total 22 100% 

6. Do you have a hearing loop installed in the venue? 

7. Do you have fire alarms in the venue? 

 

Village Hall 39%

Church Hall 5%

Community centre 10%

Arts centre 8%

Theatre 13%

Cinema 3%

Pub 0%

Other 21%

Yes 47%

No 53%

Yes 95%

No 5%



8. Is there equipment storage on premises?

Looking at these results we can see that the majority of respondents operate in village halls, have a seating 

capacity of 50-200, have a fire alarm and have storage for their equipment on the premises. Almost half of 

respondents have a hearing loop in their venue.  

 

 

9. Projector make 

Projector Make # % 

NEC 5 23% 

EPSOM 3 14% 

CHRISTIE 3 14% 

SANYO 1 5% 

BARCO 3 14% 

VIEWSONIC 1 5% 

PANASONIC 3 14% 

OPTOMA 2 9% 

INFOCUS 1 5% 

JVC 1 5% 

Total 22 100% 

10. Projector models 

EPSON TW2800 NEC ADVANCED CHRISTIE DHD550-G 

SANYO PLC XP57 VIEWSONIC PRO8520HD NEC PA622U 

NEC PE201H BARCO DP2K8S CHRISTIE DHD800 

OPTOMA HD25E CHRISTIE DHD 775E PANASONIC PTF200NT 

OPTOMA EH 1020 INFOCUS IN3118HD EPSON EH TW6100 

BARCO CLM HD8 JVC X30 BARCO DP2K 15C 

11. Projector brightness 

Projector brightness (lumens) # % 

Under 3000 5 30% 

3000-3999 2 13% 

4000-4999 2 13% 

5000+ 7 44% 

Total 100% 

Yes 81%

No 19%



12. Luminance (screen area divided by the projector brightness) feet/lamberts

Luminance (ft/l) # % 

Below 30 9 41% 

30-40 9 41% 

40+ 4 18% 

Total 22 100% 

 

13. Projector resolution 

Projector resolution  # % 

1920x1080 11 79% 

1920x1200 2 14% 

1024x768 1 7% 

Total 100% 

 

14. Is your projector mounted in the venue?

 

The most popular brand of projectors is NEC, with respondents also favouring Panasonic, Christie, Barco 

and Epsom. The majority of respondents either have a projector with a brightness level below 3000 lumens 

or above 5000, this suggests that in smaller venues respondents are using projectors that are not ideal for 

their needs and respondents in larger venues are well equipped. By looking at the average luminance of the 

venues (projector brightness divided by the screen area) we can see that 41% are below 30ft/l - the average 

being 30-40ft/l - 41% fit this average and 18% are well above it.  

 

15. When was the projector purchased? 

Date bought  # % 

Less than 3 years ago 11 50% 

3-4 years ago 4 18% 

5-9 years ago 6 27% 

10 or more years ago 1 5% 

Total 100% 

 

  

Permanently installed 52%

Portable 48%



16. Do you want to replace your projector? 

Half of the respondents purchased their projector in the last 3 years and about a third of respondents 

purchased it over 5 years ago. The same amount of respondents who purchased their projector 5 years ago 

would like a replacement and almost all of the respondents who purchased their projector in the last 3 

years do not want to replace it.  

17. How do you play your films? 

Type # % 

Blu-ray 26 70% 

DVD 30 81% 

Server/ computer 8 22% 

PVR (for live broadcasts) 5 14% 

Other 3 8% 

Total 37  

(Respondents could choose more than one option) 

 

These results show that the majority of respondents are using DVD/Blu-Ray. 

 

18. What is the surface material of your screen? 

 

 
  

Yes 27%

No 46%

Not yet 27%

Matt white 58%

Reflective 42%



19. Do you have a perforated screen? 

 
20. Screen dimensions 

Diagonal (feet) # % 

Below 10ft 3 10% 

10-14ft 3 10% 

15-19ft 16 52% 

20+ 9 29% 

Total 31  

21. Is your screen mounted?

The majority of respondents have matt white screens, do not have perforated screens and have their 

screen mounted. None of the respondents use rear projection or screen paint. Just over half of the 

respondents have screens between 15ft – 19ft diagonally measured. 

 

22. When was the screen purchased? 

Date bought  # % 

Less than 3 years ago 3 21% 

3-4 years ago 2 14% 

5-9 years ago 5 36% 

10 or more years ago 4 29% 

Total 14 100% 

 

  

Yes 25%

No 75%

Permanent fixture 86%

Portable 14%



23. Do you want to replace your screen?

The majority of respondents purchased their screen over 5 years ago and a quarter of respondents would 

like to replace it. This suggests that the screen potentially is a sturdier piece of equipment. 

24. How many channels  does your amplifier/receiver have? 

Channels  # % 

0-4 2 18% 

5-9 7 64% 

10+ 2 18% 

Total 11 100% 

 

24. What is the power output of your amplifier/receiver? How many watts per channel?  (RMS) 

Watts # % 

0-200 10 53% 

201 – 400 5 26% 

500 – 900 3 16% 

1000+ 1 5% 

Total 19 100% 

25. Is the amplifier/ receiver installed at the venue?

The majority of respondents have an Amplifier with 5 or more channels however the average amounts of 

watts per output is below 400. This suggests that although most have the facilities to channel a lot of 

speakers they don’t have the capacity to run very powerful speakers through the amplifier. The majority of 

respondents have the amplifier installed at the venue.  

Yes 25%

No 63%

Not yet 12%

Yes 65%

No 35%



26. How many speakers do you have? 

Number of speakers # % 

0-4 3 23% 

5-9 9 69% 

10+ 1 8% 

Total 13 100% 

27. What is the average power output in watts per speaker? (RMS) 

Watts # % 

0-200 8 57% 

201 – 400 4 29% 

500+ 2 14% 

Total 14 100% 

 

28. Are the speakers permanently installed?

The majority of respondents have between 5 and 9 speakers that have power wattage of below 400. More 

than half of the respondents have the speakers permanently installed at their venue.  

29. What is the subwoofer power output in watts?

Watts # % 

0-200 3 38% 

201 – 400 4 50% 

500+ 1 12% 

Total  8 100% 

30. Is the subwoofer permanently installed? 

 

  

Yes 54%

No 46%

Yes 50%

No 50%



31. When was the subwoofer purchased? 

Date bought  # % 

Less than 3 years ago 5 26% 

3-4 years ago 5 26% 

5-9 years ago 6 32% 

10 or more years ago 3 16% 

Total 19 100% 

50% of respondents have subwoofers with an output of between 201 and 400 watts and 50% of 

respondents have their subwoofers permanently installed at the venue. There is no consistent data as to 

when respondents purchased their subwoofer.  

 

32. Do you want to replace your sound equipment? 

Less than half of the respondents want to replace their sound equipment. Sound equipment is one of the 

sturdier pieces of equipment.  

33. Have you purchased any chairs for your organisation?

34. Are you considering replacing your chairs? 

Yes 34%

No 66%

Yes 14%

No 86%

Yes 40%

No 60%



Whilst only a minority of respondents have purchased chairs for their organisation 40% of respondents 

would like to replace their chairs. This suggests that funding for chairs is an issue and that respondents are 

not satisfied with what they are provided with. 

 

35. Does your venue have black out blinds? 

36. If the answer was no are you interested in having some? 

The majority of respondents have black out blinds in their venue and those who don’t have seem to not 

really have a need for them. 

37. How did you fund your equipment? 

Funding  # % 

BFI 5 26% 

National funding 5 26% 

Local funding 6 32% 

Self-funded 3 16% 

Total 19 100% 

Funders 

BFI ERDF Leeds City Council Lottery Fund 

Awards For All Scottish Foundation West Lothian Arts Unit Waverly Borough 

Council 

Creative England Derbyshire Community 

Foundation 

Derbyshire Dales District 

Council 

Co-op Community Fund 

Shrewsbury Council Cumbria Community 

Foundation 

UK Film Council The Rank Foundation 

Nantwich Town Council Nantwich Rotary  Arts Council Comic Relief 

Yes 61%

No 39%

Yes 13%

No 87%



A quarter of respondents have received funding from the BFI and national organisations whilst almost a 

third sourced funding from local councils and funds. Some respondents have used either donations or 

surplus from membership to fund some of their equipment.

38. Have you ever hired equipment?

Hirers 

Cambridge Film Trust 3D Productions Profile Video LTD 

Savills Nottingham Audio Visual Dartmouth Film Society 

Cinema For All Creative Technology (Crawley) Suffolk Screening 

39. Would you be willing to share your equipment? 

Over a quarter of respondents have hired equipment in the past and a similar number would be willing to 

share theirs. 

40. What are your future equipment aspirations?

  # % 

Live broadcasts 6 18% 

D Cinema 5 15% 

Internet streaming 9 27% 

Upgraded/extra equipment 12 36% 

Total 33 100% 

 

Over a third of respondents want upgraded equipment. There is an even spread of interest in the areas of D 

Cinema, internet streaming and live broadcasts.

41. Are you planning to use the Filmbank Cinelink box?

Yes 37%

No 63%

Yes 38%

No 62%



42. Are you planning to use the Cinegi digital download service?  

Less than a third a respondents were interested in using digital download services, Cinegi being the slightly 

more popular option. 

43. What advice regarding equipment would you like?

Advice # % 

Sourcing funding 19 59% 

Help with funding applications 16 50% 

Sourcing equipment 14 44% 

Training in operation 8 25% 

Total 32 100% 

 

44. Would you like Cinema For All to arrange equipment demonstrations?

The advice that respondents are most interested in receiving is advice on funding for equipment and 

assistance with funding applications. Around a quarter of respondents were interested in arranged 

equipment demonstrations. 

 

Yes 18%

No 82%

Yes 28%

No 72%

Yes 23%

No 77%



45. Have you heard of the BFI Neighbourhood Cinema Equipment Fund?

46. Have you used the BFI Neighbourhood Cinema enquiry service? 

47. Have you applied to the fund? 

48. What sort of advice would you like to help you apply for the fund?

“Advice with application form “ 

“Advice on sound system”  

“Venue visit” 

“Technical advice” 

“Advice on how to present organisation in application” 

Yes 83%

No 17%

Yes 21%

No 79%

Yes 18%

No 82%



“I am afraid I don't know the wattage of our speakers or amplifiers but I can tell you that they are plenty 

loud enough. We were lucky that our hall has a very active amateur dramatics group, whose sound 

equipment we use. This includes a mixer board that allows us to set up our 4 speaker surround sound with 

the right sound balance. if it is important to you to know this please let me know and I will make enquiries. 

We would not be allowed to hire out our equipment as the screen is fixed and the projector terms and 

conditions do not allow us to use it except for our own film club. I cannot speak highly enough of the 

Southwest branch of the BFFS who put us on to the Dartmouth Film Society. The DFS went to a lot of effort 

to make sure we could get up and running. We could not have done it without them but are now self-

sufficient.” 

 

“We are interested in assistance from Cinema For All, but we are not in a position to formulate a specific 

request until we have agreed with the Town Council if modifications can be made to the village hall to 

enable permanent installation of new equipment.” 

 

“Our equipment is only 6 years old and we expect to get at least 10 years’ service out of it. We only screen 

15 films each season so 10 years should be achievable. We also have a spare bulb and holder if we require 

one over the life of the projector.” 

 

“The equipment that the BFI offered in their 2014 fund options was not what we wanted. The complete set 

which we really wanted consisted of equipment was below the standard of equipment we wanted to replace 

our 'mobile' set with so we went for the best projector but although we were pleased to get this it wasn't 

exactly the best product for our space.” 

 

“The equipment fund is a great idea and we would love to use it. But it was not immediately clear to us that 

it offered improvement of what we already have versus setting up from scratch. Although it could help with 

our kit for the community perhaps? The screen sizes were also quite small and we have screens of that size 

already.”  

 

“(The fund) Seems more directed to established cinemas rather than start outs WE feel we will be very 

successful as a community cinema even over our initial 6 months and would be very keen to have our own 

equipment to expand our scope and reduce our costs any help that can further this aim will be appreciated.”


