
Ginger Bread House Presents… won the Best New Society at Cinema For All’s Film Society of the Year 

Awards in 2014 as well at the Filmbank Audience Award. The community cinema popped up seemingly 

fully formed, putting on several strands of film and food events. They were also one of the organisations 

successful in the first round of applications to the BFI Neighbourhood Cinema Equipment Fund. We 

caught up with them to find out more.

We are a pop-up community cinema seeking to restore all the fun and excitement of a trip to the movies in 

this modern age of multiplexes and HD-flat-screen televisions.  We are a small group of friends who have 

channelled our passion for food and film into unique community events, based around the magic of film. 

We aim to provide a multi-sensory experience at our regular Food & Film screenings, and challenge our 

audience at monthly Independent film screenings. 

We found out about Cinema for All through many Internet searches regarding the development of our film 

club idea… wish we’d found you earlier! You have been a continued help, supporter and provider of 

inspiration. 

Winning the Filmbank Audience Award in 2014 at the Film Society of the Year Awards was, to us, our most 

notable success – to find out how much our audience appreciate and enjoy our events was so special.  And 

to be able to give them something back, through the prize money, was fantastic.  Since our award success, 

we have continued to sell-out our Food & Film events.  

 

As our screenings take place in the village band rooms, a screening of Brassed Off was compulsory – having 

the band play for us before and after the film made hair stand on end and was, quite simply, magical. At a 

recent screening of From Here to Eternity, a film made from the recent stage show, we welcomed actors 

Robert Lonsdale and Siobhan Harrison to sing live, and introduce the screening. I could carry on…!

We applied to the BFI Neighbourhood Cinema Equipment Fund, having been offered the chance to use a 

larger venue than currently based within. The local council has decided to asset transfer our most notable 

village venue, the Mechanics, and we now have the opportunity to screen to more people in a more central 

location. The Equipment Fund awarded us with a beautiful, huge screen, new speakers and an amp, all of 

which have proved a great success, and truly enhanced our screenings. Even something as simple as 

blackout blinds have made such a huge difference to the quality of the experience we seek to provide.

We registered as a Community Interest Company in 2013, having received business advice from UnLtd 

(through Huddersfield University), who initially helped us to get started. It was decided that this would be 

http://www.cinestage.co.uk/eternity.html


the most appropriate legal structure, as we also cater events and provide educational sessions to school 

children.

We have had several screenings with the new equipment, and our audience noticed the improved sound 

quality immediately. The new screen has been used twice, when we helped another community group 

screen films for a fundraiser. We’re really looking forward to using it in our new venue and are planning a 

special event to launch this very soon! Now the days are getting longer, the blackout blinds have become 

invaluable – everyone has noticed how much better the picture quality is now that we can get a fully dark 

environment. 

Our Electric Theatre, named after the original village cinema, screens independent films on the first Sunday 

of each month. Our Food and Film events and Family Film’s are held every 6 weeks, and details about all 

our forthcoming events are on our Website www.gingerbreadhousepresents.co.uk. You can fill out a 

contact form and join our mailing list, “like” us on Facebook, or follow us on Twitter…. Or pop over to 

Marsden and you should see our posters dotted around the valley… come and say hello to our cook, Higg, 

in the Handmade Bakery (which gives a clue to our name)!  

http://www.gingerbreadhousepresents.co.uk/

