
Phantom Cinema was born from a love of film and a short train journey. The three core members of the 

group (unbeknown to each other at this stage) attended regular events at The Showroom Cinema in 

Sheffield and soon became aware of each other travelling back to their native Doncaster on the journey 

home. They discovered our shared affection for vintage Hammer horror, thought-provoking sci-fi, unusual 

thrillers and odd little blips on the film release schedule and quickly decided that Doncaster needed a space 

to exhibit titles that were similarly stimulating and inspiring, a place that existed apart from the multiplexes 

and all the commercial trappings that stand in the way of people enjoying the magic of cinema together in 

an intimate and friendly setting. They specialise in what could loosely be described slightly offbeat stuff 

that requires an open mind and a bit of concentration, it’s about showing things that they really like and 

think that the audience might like too.

The first year has been pretty straightforward. They wanted to do something, did it, and intend to carry on 

doing it. They all agreed early on that our screenings were to be as professional and as near to a 

conventional film-going experience as possible. Therefore, they needed decent equipment, comfortable 

seating and a suitably dark and enchanting environment to ensure the audience were impressed enough to 

return and continue supporting the cinema. They’ve used borrowed kit so far, but feel that they’ll soon 

have to secure our own tools in order to sustain the project and ensure that they can continue to make this 

happen on a monthly basis. Entry fees are deliberately kept low and all money made is directed back into 

the cinema, covering mainly licensing costs and advertising, so it is difficult to direct profits towards new 

equipment at this stage. In the coming months they’ll be searching for funding or partnerships in order to 

address these issues.  

 

The problem of finding a suitable venue was solved fairly simply when the idea was discussed with Ian 

Blaycock. He shared their enthusiasm for the local provision of a community focussed, challenging cinema 

and offered a space in his building to develop the project. In fact, Ian was the one that enabled our vision to 

be realised fairly quickly and our adopted room soon resembled an old fashioned Victorian theatre thanks 

to his creative endeavour and hard work. People in Doncaster seem to have been waiting for something 

like this for ages, and their enthusiasm has been really instrumental in making the cinema a success.

Phantom Cinema have shown three films so far and have a further three titles planned for 2015. All of the 

selections so far reflect the path they wish Phantom Cinema to follow. There may be deviations along the 

way that will surprise a few, but each choice will exhibit certain characteristics that reveal distinct 

‘phantom-esque’ qualities; attributes that invoke thrills, puzzlement and delight. 

They started in October with ‘Cabin in the Woods’, establishing their agenda with a genre film that 

entertained whilst deliberately subverting standard conventions and expectations. People attending the 

opening night loved it and the film even got a round of applause at the end. That was followed with 

‘Fahrenheit 451’ in association with the BFI’s Sci-Fi Fear & Wonder season, a little known version of Ray 

Bradbury’s dystopian vision that again received a positive reaction and lots of supportive comments. Their 

December screening was something of a gamble as they intentionally avoided the festive spirit and opted 

for their favourite film of the year. ‘Under the Skin’ proved a surprising triumph creating an enormous 



amount of debate and a few gasps of surprise for what has proved to be a difficult and sometimes shocking 

work, but they were proved right in trusting their patrons were firmly behind them in their appreciation of 

an alternative, unconventional programme of extraordinary movies. 

Phantom Cinema hold their events on the last Friday of the month and usually plan about three months 

ahead. Their next three films are ‘The Last Wave’, ‘Performance’ and ‘Berberian Sound Studio’. 

Additionally, there are slots in the schedule for audience members to suggest their own choices and they’re 

looking forward to discovering more about their tastes and favourite films in the next few weeks as they 

prepare for the first of these screenings. A bit of a leap into the unknown but that, of course, is what 

community cinema is all about. Further information about their forthcoming films can be found at 

www.phantomcinema.co.uk 

We first spoke to Cinema For All when we were dealing with all the practicalities for the first time: 

equipment, finances, licences, all the stuff that doesn’t occur to you until you really start to get really 

involved. Holly (Cinema For All, Neighbourhood Cinema Coordinator) came out and visited the venue and 

was really helpful both in terms of technical advice and providing encouragement that we were on the right 

track. It was also heartening to know that there was an established organisation that shared our love of film 

and was willing to support our endeavours with guidance and support. We hope Cinema For All can help 

further our ambitions and meeting the staff at the excellent events they have organised during the last few 

months has strengthened our faith in their positive approach and opportunities for future collaboration.  

                                                                                                                                              - Jon Kelly, Phantom Cinema 

 

http://www.phantomcinema.co.uk/

