
 
Lewes Junior Film Club, commended in the 2011 Film Society of the Year Awards for their work in their 
local community, have been running as a successful and innovative children's film club since 2009. Below 
is an extract from their 2011 award application. 
 

 Set up September 2009 

 6 screenings per year September – May 

 Sunday mornings from 10am – 1pm 

 Tickets cost £5 per person 
 
The Lewes Junior Film Club was established in 2009 as an off-shoot to the Lewes Film Club to introduce a 
younger audience to classic and world cinema in an interactive educational way. The junior club believes 
that its audience shouldn't be lectured nor mollycoddled. Therefore the activities before each film are 
structured and devised to enhance awareness of certain elements in a film that the audience is often 
watching for the first time. This allows for stronger and deeper understanding of the film. 
 

The main purpose of each event before a film is creating a local and contemporary relevance. This means 
that, before the creative process begins, local professionals and clubs are researched, then chosen and 
asked to collaborate. The Lewes Junior Film Club has a long list of people who have expressed a keen 
interest in getting involved. The creative manager of the Lewes Junior Film Club co-ordinates the artistic 
processes, aiming for originality events that stimulate the imagination. The Lewes Junior Film Club also 
works together with local filmmakers, either to document events, teach film making on a course or take 
part in an event itself. We are currently thinking of ways to incorporate local filmmakers’ work into either 
the programme itself or an event. 
 

The Lewes Junior Film Club wants to stand out in its originality and puts a huge amount of effort into this 
aspect of the club.  
The Auditorium Chairs are set out in completely different ways each time; sometimes the audience has to 
find their own space for a chair, at other times there is a loose cafe style with round tables and once all 
children sat/lay on the floor! 
Examples of various set ups in the auditorium: 

 60s ‘Northern’ birthday party: Whistle Down the Wind 

 French Montmartre type market: Mon Oncle 

 Medieval market: Hunchback of Notre Dame 

 African village square: Kirikou 
 

A group of dedicated individuals (12-15 people) amongst whom families and children, dress up and make 
props to decorate the venue. All volunteers dress up according to the theme of the event in clothes they 
organise themselves. People are encouraged to create outfits of bits they have at home and not buy 
anything ready-made from a shop. The results are very creative and have always been appropriate – 
showing people’s individuality. It is wonderful to see people arrive and admiring each other at the 
beginning of the day. Additional volunteers attracted per event, often professionals who like the project 
and happy to partake. Example: dance instructor Jess May has structured her summer school around the 
opening film of the next season. 
 



Each year one project starts away from the venue, thus creating a relationship between the film, 
contemporary life and local history. 
 
Examples from the past two seasons: 

 The Wiz project started at a skateboard park one mile away from the venue. The film starts with a 
similar urban setting. A yellow brick road was created from the skate park to the venue and the 
audience paraded along it. Twenty-eight boys and girls (6 – 18 years old) from eight local dance 
groups performed at different points along the way. On show was street dance, jazz dance, tap 
dance and ballet. The diversity of dance activities in our community was thus illustrated and the 
audience could see the hard work put into the performances which then resonated in the perfect 
choreographies seemingly effortless performed in the film. 

 The Secret of Kells project started at the Priory Park, a recently renovated historic park that includes 
Lewes Priory a gigantic monastery destroyed by Henry VIII. This linked our local ruins to the Abbey 
in the film. Actors from two theatre groups performed as monks and apprentices and one actor 
was a messenger on horseback. References were made to the monks having to flee, in our case to 
the safety of the church – our venue. 
 

The Lewes Junior Film Club introduces and suggests collaborations between people with different artistic 
backgrounds and brings people together with similar backgrounds who, for one reason or another have not 
had an opportunity to meet and work together. These collaborations often carry on into other projects – 
now film club related. 

 Vocalists Adrienne Thomas & Pan Hewitt were introduced to each other for the Mon Oncle event 
and have since organised and performed at concerts together. 

 Thomas Christen & Tony Kalume met for the first time during the Kirikou.project and have 
collaborated many times at various events relating to African culture amongst which the newly 
established Diversity Lewes group. 

 

The Lewes Junior Film Club is a club for the community of Lewes and its surroundings. In order to make the 
community feel part of the film club, different individuals and clubs are attracted to collaborate on a 
project. In two years time more than 100 people have been involved in one or more projects. Long-lasting 
connections are being created between people, often resulting in further collaborations. People are 
starting to recognize each other from having shared an experience at the film club. The club is now working 
together with schools and a local charity called the Oyster Project - a self-help organisation for people with 
mental and physical disabilities. The Oyster Project has provided internet access during shows as well as 
other media support. There is one underachieving school in Lewes that needs support; the Junior Film Club 
is looking for ways to collaborate with this school. Lastly we’d like to mention that local businesses have 
been very forthcoming with donations when asked. 
 

It was decided early on that is was important to give the Lewes Junior Film Club a strong identity. This was 
successfully achieved by enlisting a professional local graphic designer for the artwork of the yearly 
programme, the posters for each film event and the collectable handouts. The Lewes Junior Film Club also 
has its own logo and its own symbol ‘Flicky’ (a character whose head is based from a movie projector). 
The colours used are strong and the overall look clearly recognisable amongst all the other leaflets and 
posters that are spread around town. The handouts have become collectables – this is a large expense for 
the club but greatly appreciated by its audience. 
 


