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In 1988, pressured by his most powerful and generous foreign 

ally, the United States of America, Chilean dictator General 

Augusto Pinochet calls for a referendum on his presidency. 

His 15 year regime had been characterised by its disregard for 

human rights, murders, imprisonments, exiles and 

‘desaparecidos’ - the ones who just disappeared. 

 

A coalition of 16 political parties in opposition to the 

dictatorship approaches a brash young advertising executive, 

René Saavedra (Gael García Bernal), to spearhead the ‘No’ campaign. Reviewing materials already created 

for the campaign, René is convinced their grim, endless montages of killings, torture, tanks and tear gas will 

turn off voters. With the opposition outspending them an estimated 30 to 1, the No campaign must come 

up with ads that speak to the heart of the people of Chile and motivate them go to the polls. The people 

are frightened, and their concern is shared by leaders of the No movement once they realise they are being 

shadowed and often directly confronted by Pinochet’s secret police, the DINA. 

 

“Everyone wants to be happy,” René says in his quiet, convincing way. “Happiness” will be the campaign: 

“Happiness is coming if you vote No!” This approach meets resistance from colleagues who see it as an 

affront to the many who have suffered under Pinochet, but René confidently commissions jingles and 

celebrities to join in delivering the message: “Chile: happiness is coming!!!” 

 

For the filming of No, Larraín committed to recreating the look of the period. He tracked down a 1983 U-

matic video camera to shoot 2012 footage to match that of 1988. Not only did he want to integrate archival 

news footage in a seamless fashion with the new material, he used many of the TV spots and actual on- and 

off-screen participants from the campaign 24 years ago.  

 

No is a compelling period piece and one of the most talked about films at the Cannes Film Festival 2012. It 

has been selected to screen at the BFI London Film Festival and the 50th New York Film Festival and will be 

on general release from February. 

 

Pablo Larraín, director: ‘It’s unique because if you have, for the very first time after 15 years of 

dictatorship, you have a little moment on TV when you can express for the first time what you think and 

convince people to vote for the ‘No’ option. The very first thing you would do is to go and say “Pinochet’s a 

bad person, he killed this, he did this” and then a couple of guys [came in] and said, ‘no, no, no, no that’s 

not the way. If we do that, they will win because we will scare people, we will spread fear. We have to say, 

“the storm is over now the spring is coming, the joy is coming” let’s spread the positive message.’ They 

were so smart and brilliant and unique. That these people coming from advertising, used to selling 

spaghetti or pop soda or whatever, they changed the history of a country.’ 

Transcribed from an original interview with Hollywood Reporter: 

http://www.hollywoodreporter.com/video/gael-garc-a-bernal-pablo-327774 

 

http://networkreleasing.comcinema/director/Pablo+Larrain+
http://www.hollywoodreporter.com/video/gael-garc-a-bernal-pablo-327774


Gael Garcia Bernal, Rene: “The character I play is an amalgamation mainly of two of the main figures, the 

two publicists that organised the campaign. They both appear in the movie actually, one of them appears 

as an ad executive for the ‘Yes’ campaign... the other appears as a censor, the one who receives the 

cassettes...which was a really interesting thing for him to play.” 

Transcribed from an original interview with Thompson on Hollywood: 

http://blogs.indiewire.com/thompsononhollywood/gael-garcia-bernal-no?page=2#blogPostHeaderPanel 

 

 

No  is the last part of a trilogy Pablo Larraín, which began in 

2008 with Tony Manero, a dark comedy with intimations of 

political turmoil about a middle-aged psychopath who 

devotes his life to  becoming his country’s best John Travolta 

impersonator. In the second instalment Post Mortem, a 

kafka-esque clerk in the city morgue who falls hopelessly in 

love with his exotic dancer neighbour, is shocked into 

awareness of political reality when he comes face to face 

with the collateral damage of a brutal coup d’etat.

‘Post Mortem speaks of the origin of the dictatorship, Tony 

Manero about its most violent moment, and No is about the 

end,” elaborates director Pablo Larraín.  ‘Perhaps what I am 

most interested in is revising and revisiting the imagery of the 

violence, the moral destruction and ideological distortion, not 

in order to understand it, but in order to shed light on it.’ 

 

Tony Manero, Post Mortem and No are all available to book from the BFFS Booking Scheme 

‘Weirdly funny and rousing, both intellectually and emotionally...’  Manohla Dargis, New York Times  

 

‘...extraordinarily well-made, superbly acted, funny, human, warm, principled and, yes, as enthrallingly 

entertaining as it is fiercely moral and intelligent...’  Playlist 
 

‘...at once worthy, skilfully made and hugely entertaining... The comedy in Larraín’s earlier films was pitch 

black. Now, befitting its more upbeat historical moment and the sheer jolliness of the No campaign, it is 

much broader. In fact, it’s as if the director is applying Rene’s maxim, ‘a little lighter, a little nicer,’ to 

himself.’  Sight & Sound 
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